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REPORT. 


In  presenting  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  for  the  last  three  years,  the  Executive 
Committee  desire,  first  of  all,  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt 
of  gratitude  they  owe  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  who 
has  so  marvellously  led  us  on  in  our  missionary  work.  He 
has  cheered  the  hearts  of  our  missionaries  with  good  success, 
comforted  and  sustained  them  in  their  trials,  directed  the 
attention  of  your  committee  to  new  fields  of  labor,  and  at 
the  appointed  time  furnished  the  laborers,  and  the  means  for 
their  support.  Truly  has  he  verified  his  promise,  “  Lo,  I 
am  with  you  always.”  In  tracing  the  hand  of  Divine 
Providence  in  our  missionary  operations,  it  is  gratifying  to 
observe  how  noiselessly,  yet  firmly  and  steadily,  the  good 
work  has  moved  forward.  No  alarms  have  been  sounded  ; 
no  extraordinary  sympathies  have  been  enlisted;  no  very 
vigorous  exertions  have  been  put  forth.  The  churches  have 
been  simply  asked,  shall  we  occupy  new  fields,  and  cultivate 
them?  and  will  you  sustain  us?  The  response  has  been, 

“  Go  forward,  it  is  the  voice  of  God.”  Not  unto  us,  then,  * 
not  unto  us,  but  to  God,  be  all  the  glory. 

That  we  have  reason  for  gratitude  and  praise,  will  be  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  following  facts  in  the  history  of  our  mission. 
Seven  years  ago,  we  had  but  one  missionary  in  India,  and  he 
was  in  feeble  health.  Some  good  friends  of  our  mission  were 
at  that  time  under  painful  apprehensions,  and  not  without 
good  reason,  that  brother  Gunn  could  not  long  survive ;  and 
that  before  another  missionary  could  be  procured  and  sent 
out,  that  dear  brother  might  be  in  his  grave ;  and  that  the 
small  vantage  ground  we  had  gained  in  Guntoor,  together 
with  whatever  of  interest  we  held  there,  might  be  irrevocably 
lost  to  our  church. 
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At  the  date  of  our  last  official  report,  we  had  only  two 
active  laborers  in  the  field,  brother  Gunn  having  become 
entirely  disabled  through  bodily  infirmity;  and  but  one  of 
these  efficient,  the  other  having  not  yet  acquired  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  Telugu  language.  But  the  last  three  years 
seem  to  have  been,  in  the  providence  of  God,  “  the  set  time  to 
favor  Zion.”  In  the  year  1850,  the  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Groenning,  of  the  North  German  Missionary  Society,  was 
recommended,  by  our  missionaries,  to  the  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  so  well  satisfied  were  the  committee  of  the  superior 
qualifications  of  this  brother,  that  they  unhesitatingly 
received  him  into  their  service. 

But  the  Lord  seems  to  have  been  unwilling  that  our  agency 
should  be  restricted  to  these  limits.  A  letter  received  from 
the  North  German  Missionary  Society,  offered  to  transfer  to 
us  their  mission  at  Rajahmundry,  with  the  buildings  and  the 
two  missionaries  laboring  there,  and  urged  us  to  take  charge 
of  the  mission,  inasmuch  as  the  political  condition  of  Ger¬ 
many  had  led  to  such  financial  embarrassments,  that  the 
society  found  itself  without  means,  and  therefore  unable  to 
continue  their  operations  any  longer.  Here  your  committee 
felt  in  duty  bound  to  pause;  not  because  they  were  at  a  loss 
to  determine  what  ought  to  be  their  answer  to  this  new 
appeal,  but  because  they  thought  it  best  and  proper  to  submit 
the  matter  to  the  churches  whose  agents  they  were,  and  wait 
for  their  response.  The  question  was  not,  what  is  duty? 
'That  question  was  settled.  The  providence  of  God  had 
settled  it.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  had  been  distinctly  heard 
in  every  call  that  had  been  addressed  to  us,  and  the  only 
question  to  be  determined,  was,  whether  the  church  would 
be  willing  to  obey  that  voice,  and  was  prepared  to  occupy 
that  field,  which  the  Lord  had  made  ready  to  our  hand.  We 
were  confident  that  the  answer  would  be  “  Go  on ;  continue 
to  follow  the  leadings  of  Providence,  as  you  have  done  ; 
promptly  answer  every  call,  and  we  will  stand  by  you  with 
our  contributions  and  our  prayers.”  In  a  printed  circular, 
dated  Albany,  Sept.  25th,  1850,  this  matter  was  accordingly 
submitted,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  pastors  and  churches 
in  our  connection.  The  responses  received  were  of  such  an 
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encouraging  character,  and  of  such  a  definite  and  reliable 
form,  that  the  committee  resolved,  at  a  meeting  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  to  accept  the  transfer  from  the  North  German  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  their  mission  in  India.  Thus  we  had 
placed  under  our  supervision,  in  connection  with  Guntoor 
and  the  Palnaud,  the  new  stations  of  Rajahmundry  and 
Ellore,  with  two  additional  missionaries,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heise 
and  Vallett.  Mr.  Vallett,  however,  did  not  remain  long 
after  the  transfer,  being  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  to  Germany. 

But  the  demand  for  more  laborers  was  not  yet  sup¬ 
plied,  and  there  came  another  call  from  Guntoor,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  generous  offer  from  Mr.  Stokes,  that  well 
tried  friend  of  our  mission,  of  800  rupees  ($400),  pro- 
provided  we  sent  out,  during  the  year,  another  missionary. 
Tho  Lord  raised  up  for  us  two  young  brethren,  who  offered 
themselves  for  the  foreign  field.  The  one,  William  J, 
Cutter,  formerly  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  native  of  Germany, 
but  for  a  long  time  resident  in  this  country.  He  was  con¬ 
verted  at  a  synodical  meeting,  in  the  fail  of  1840,  and  united 
with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  George  Yeager,  at  Jeffersontown,  Ky.,  in  1841. 
The  other,  William  E.  Snyder,  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
was  a  graduate  of  Rutger’s  College,  of  said  state,  and 
subsequently  a  teacher  in  Hartwick  Seminary,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Snyder  is  a  nephew  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  professor  of  Hartwick 
Theological  Seminary.  These  brethren  and  their  wives 
sailed  from  this  country  August  11th,  1851,  and  arrived  in 
Madras  the  latter  part  of  January,  1852. 

Meanwhile,  important  changes  were  taking  place  in  India. 
Brother  Groenning  was  transferred  from  Ellore  to  Guntoor, 
in  consequence  of  Mr.  Gunn’s  declining  health,  and  at  the 
earnest  request  of  that  brother.  Mr.  Martz,  by  the  advice 
of  the  brethren,  went  to  Ellore,  and  subsequently  returned 
to  America,  and  is  now  no  longer  connected  with  our  foreign 
mission. 

The  decease  of  our  esteemed  and  lamented  brother  Gunn, 
which  took  place  July  5th,  1851,  and  which  threw  a  gloom 
over  a  good  part  of  our  mission,  has  long  since  been  made 
known  through  our  land.  Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  the 
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sad  intelligence,  the  Executive  Committee  met  at  Red  Hook, 
and  took  suitable  action  in  the  case.  Resolutions  were 
passed,  sympathising  with,  and  encouraging,  the  deeply 
athicted  widow,  and  condoling  with  our  infant  church,  and 
with  our  missionary  brethren,  in  the  loss  of  one,  whose 
prudence,  piety  and  zeal  so  fully  qualified  him  to  be  a  stand¬ 
ard  bearer  of  the  cross,  in  heathen  lands.  Brother  Gunn 
had  advised  Mrs.  Gunn,  that  in  the  event  of  his  death,  it 
would  be  best  for  her  to  return  to  the  United  States,  with 
the  view  of  educating  her  children.  Without  any  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Gunn's  views,  the  committee  extended  to  Mrs.  Gunn 
the  privilege  of  such  a  return.  But  as  she  ardently  desired 
to  remain  in  India,  for  a  limited  time,  to  labor  for  the  heathen, 
and  especially  to  superintend  her  school  of  girls,  we  thought 
it  best  to  acquiesce;  and  have  given  her  a  stipulated  sum 
as  salary.  Her  superintendence  of  the  school  has  been 
greatly  blessed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  truths  of  our 
holy  religion  have  been  instilled  into  the  tender  minds  of 
many  of  the  youths  committed  to  her  care.  Some  touching 
incidents  have  occurred  in  the  history  of  this  enterprise,  one 
of  which  was  communicated  not  long  since  in  a  letter  to  the 
sabbath  school  of  St.  John’s  church,  Philadelphia,  which 
has  been  published,  and  which  has  awakened  a  new  interest 
in  this  country  relative  to  her  labors. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  atfairs  of  the  mission,  under 
the  good  providence  of  our  God,  appear  to  have  been 
moving  on  prosperously.  Extraordinary  success  has 
crowned  the  labors  of  our  missionary  in  the  Palnaud. 
Nor  have  the  stations  of  Guntoor  and  Rajahmundry 
been  without  abundant  and  encouraging  fruits.  The 
brethren  in  the  field  appear  to  have  been  very  attentive  to 
their  work,  and  seem  to  be  much  devoted  to  the  salvation 
of  the  perishing  multitudes  around  them.  They  have  made 
several  very  interesting  excursions,  visiting  many  villages, 
conversing  with  the  natives,  and  distributing  tracts.  We 
regret  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  indulge  the  readers  of 
our  church  papers  with  copious  extracts  from  their  interesting 
letters.  Our  hands  have  been  so  full,  that  we  have  been 
compelled  to  content  ourselves  with  sending  to  the  Observer, 
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only  such  matters  as  had  been  previously  prepared  by  the 
brethren  themselves. 

The  American  Tract  Society  have  remitted  to  us,  from 
year  to  year,  their  annual  appropriation  of  $100,  for  tract 
distribution  among  the  Teloogoos.  They  have  kindly  offered 
to  supply  us  with  all  the  funds  we  should  need  for  that 
purpose,  besides  the  assurance  of  “  their  deepest  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  mission,  and  their  prayers,  that  the 
blessing  of  God  might  rest  richly  on  all  our  mutual  endea¬ 
vors  to  advance  his  cause  in  our  sin  ruined  world.”  Our 
brethren  speak  of  the  good  results  of  tract  distribution,  and 
give  some  instances  of  a  very  gratifying  character. 

We  have  been  favored  with  the  annual  reports  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  during  the 
last  two  years.  The  first  we  received  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Treat,  corresponding  secretary,  offering  to  send 
us  their  report  annually,  and  sign if5'ing  their  desire  to  receive 
ours  in  return.  We  have  promised  to  reciprocate  the  favor. 
The  officers  of  the  American  Board  have  kindly  and  courte¬ 
ously  offered  us  every  facility  we  could  reasonably  ask,  in 
the  transmission  of  funds,  or  in  sending  out  our  missionaries 
to  India.  No  less  kind  and  courteous  have  been  their 
missionaries  and  agents  at  Madras.  They  have  been  the 
first  Christian  friends  to  meet  and  cordially  welcome  to  that 
dark  land,  our  brethren  upon  their  arrival  from  this  country. 

Our  pecuniary  resources  in  this  country  and  in  India  have 
neither  failed,  nor  have  they  been  diminished.  Our  mission¬ 
aries  have  continued  to  experience  the  friendship  and  liber-  • 
ality  of  the  English  residents,  at  the  several  stations.  When 
brother  Heyer  first  went  to  the  Palnaud,  there  were  buildings 
already  prepared,  which  Mr.  Stokes  gratuitously  offered  him 
for  his  use.  When  Messrs.  Cutter  and  Snyder  arrived  in 
India,  upwards  of  800  rupees  ($400)  awaited  them,  the  gift 
of  Mr.  Stokes.  When  the  new  compound  in  Guntoor  was 
'  purchased,  or  any  repairs  to  the  other  buildings  were  neces¬ 
sary,  or  when  assistance  was  needed  in  the  schools,  that 
steadfast  friend  stood  ready  with  his  gifts,  his  counsel  and 
his  blessing.  Brother  Snyder  mentions  another  instance  of 
this  kind  of  help.  The  English  school  in  Guntoor,  consisting 
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of  about  30  boys,  is  entirely  supported  by  the  English  resi¬ 
dents,  at  an  expense  of  40  rupees  per  month.  So  in  Rajah- 
mundry,  there  are  stated  contributions  for  this  purpose, 
amounting  to  some  66  rupees  per  month.  In  a  letter  of 
brother  Heise,  dated  August,  1852,  we  have  an  account  of 
four  gentlemen  —  Mr.  Stokes  is  one  of  the  four — who 
subscribe,  in  the  aggregate,  47  rupees  per  month,  which 
amounts  to  564  rupees  per  annum.  Besides,  there  is  in 
Rajahmundry,  a  fund  of  1,000  rupees  invested  by  these 
gentlemen,  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  the  interest  alone  being 
applied.  The  committee  have  inquired  into  the  resources  of 
each  of  the  missions,  an  account  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  annexed  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

The  contributions  from  our  churches  and  friends  in  this 
country,  have  hitherto  sustained  our  operations,  increasing 
to  a  certain  extent  with  the  demand.  We  have  not,  however, 
been  able  to  gratify  certain  wants  of  our  missionaries,  about 
which  they  are  very  solicitous  and  urgent.  They  desire  an 
increase  of  their  salaries.  TlnJse  who  have  families,  have 
requested  an  additional  allowance  for  each  child.  They 
furthermore  ask,  and  in  reason,  that  their  salaries  should  be 
sent  them  considerably  in  advance.  They  have  asked  for 
increased  aid  in  their  schools,  and  to  enable  them  to  erect 
some  more  comfortable  buildings  for  schools  and  chapels. 
Your  committee  have  a  great  dread  of  debt,  and  have  there¬ 
fore  been  compelled  to  keep  within  their  means.  The  happy 
period  has  not  yet  arrived  in  the  history  of  our  church,  when 
all  will  contribute  systematically  and  regularly  every  year, 
to  all  the  claims  upon  their  charity:  when  legacies  and 
donations,  rich  and  numerous,  begin  to  fiow  into  our  trea- 
surv.  But  that  time  will  come,  must  come,  when  all  reason- 
able  demands  on  our  pecuniary  resources,  will  be  promptly 
met.  We  speak  advisedly.  There  has  been,  and  is  yet, 
much  faithful  prayer  in  the  church  for  India.  The  past 
supply  has  been  so  naturally  and  continuously  flowing,  as 
to  appear  like  a  steady  stream,  though  of  limited  size,  from 
a  large  and  overflowing  fountain. 

Our  treasury  presents  the  following  exhibits  of  the  aggre- 
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gate  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  each  of  the  three 


years,  ending  May  1st,  1853: 

Total  amount  received  from  May,  1850, 

to  May,  1851, . $4,424.61 

Total  amount  from  May,  1851,  to  May, 

1852,  .  5,421*09 

Total  amount  from  May,  1852,  to  May, 

1853,  .  4,640*60 

- $14,486*30 

Total  am’t  expended  from  May,  1850, 

to  May,  1851, . $3,039*82 

Total  am’t  expended  from  May,  1851, 

to  May,  1852, .  5,443*86 

Total  am’t  expended  from  May,  1852, 

to  May,  1853, .  5,994*44 

- -$14,478*12 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer, .  $8*18 


We  will  now  present  an  exhibit  of  each  of  our  stations. 

Guntoor — Rev.  Charles  W.  Grcenning,  missionary;  Mrs. 
Henrike  Grcenning,  assistant  missionary;  Rev.  William  E. 
Snyder,  missionary;  Mrs.  Susan  Maria  Snyder,  assistant 
missionary  ;  Mrs.  Lorena  Gunn,  assistant  missionary. 
The  infant  church  in  this  place  consists  of  about  fifteen 
members.  Some  interesting  accessions  have  recently 
been  made.  There  are  six  schools,  four  of  which  are 
Telugu  containing  in  the  aggregate  about  160  scholars.  The 
others  are  English,  one  of  which  has  30  boys,  the  other 
about  40  girls,  the  latter  being  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Gunn. 
The  plan  of  a  female  boarding  school  in  Guntoor  has  recently 
been  agitated,  both  in  India  and  in  this  country.  In  reference 
to  which,  brother  Snyder,  in  a  letter  of  July  6th,  writes  thus : 
“  If  there  were  a  sufficient  sum  to  warrant  a  small  boarding 
school,  many  of  the  older  girls  might  be  retained  under 
Christian  instruction,  who  would  otherwise  be  taken  home, 
either  to  gather  means  to  prevent  starvation,  or  else  to  be 
married  to  any  one  the  parent  might  select.  A  bright  little 
girl  was  taken  recently,  and  married,  against  her  will,  to  a 
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drunken  old  man.  We  have  serious  apprehensions  that  this 
may  again  happen,  and  to  one  of  the  most  interesting  girls 
of  our  school.  Several  individuals  in  Guntoor  and  in  this 
country  have  engaged  to  support,  each,  one  scholar  at  a 
weekly  expense  of  25  cents.  The  Executive  Committee 
have  rather  allowed  this  project  to  go  on,  and  test  itself, 
than  to  give  their  counsel  in  the  matter. 

The  buildings  at  this  station  belonging  to  the  mission, 
consists  of  two  dwelling  houses,  one  in  which  brother  Gunn 
lived,  worth  about  $!650;  the  other  rpceiitly  bought,  worth 
about  S7G0;  the  chapel,  worth  about  $200;  two  others  for 
schools,  worth  about  $25  each.  As  brother  Ileyer  has 
solicited  a  change  of  station,  the  committee  have  determined 
to  gratify  him.  He  is  to  bo  henceforth  stationed  in  Guntoor, 
whilst  brother  Gronining  and  his  wife  will  go  to  the  Palnaud 
for  a  year  or  so,  until  some  of  our  younger  brethren  may 
be  able  to  relieve  him. 

The  Palnaud  Station  —  Gurjal  —  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer, 
missionary;  one  catechist  and  two  readers;  seven  teachers; 
who  arc  maintained  at  a  monthly  expense  of  thirty  rupees. 
Prother  lleycr  ha^  been  at  this  station  four  years.  He  has 
had  under  his  supervision  somc  twelve  or  thirteen  villages. 
During  this  period  he  has  baptized  at  different  times  228 
individuals  in  the  villages  of  Gurjal,  Veldurty,  Polipally, 
Kolacotta,  Macherla  and  Adugopola.  He  has  admitted  to 
the  Lord's  Supper,  between  30  and  40.  There  are  schools 
at  all  the  above  places,  containing  from  10  to  70  scholars. 
These  schools  are  attended  by  the  children  of  baptized 
parents  only.  The  teachers  are  all  native  converts,  none 
others  being  employed  in  the  Palnaud.  The  appointment 
of  a  native  convert  to  the  situation  of  school  master,  has 
hitherto  been  regarded  all  over  India,  as  a  reason  for  with¬ 
drawing  their  children  from  the  school.  Hence  the  diminished 
number  of  scholars  in  the  various  schools.  Brother  Heyer 
writes,  that  he  has  a  number  of  boarding  scholars,  fourteen 
in  all,  who  of  course  must  require  a  considerable  portion  of 
his  time.  It  must  strike  all  with  astonishment,  that  one 
man  could  superintend  such  a  large  field  as  the  Palnaud,  and 
attend  to  so  many  wants.  Long  ere  this,  two  other  brethren 
should  have  been  connected  with  this  station. 
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Rajahmundr'S — Rev.  F.  A.  Heise,  missionary;  Rev.  Wm. 
J.  Cutter,  missionary ;  Mrs.  Margaret  Cutter,  assistant 
missionary.  This  mission,  which  has  recently  come  into 
our  hands,  from  the  North  German  Missionary  Society,  may 
be  considered  as  yet  in  its  infancy.  There  are  but  very  few 
members  belonging  to  the  church.  There  has  been  of  late, 
some  interesting  inquirers,  VFho,  it  is  expected,  will  connect 
themselves  with  the  same  in  due  time.  There  are  five 
Telugu  schools,  not  all  in  this  place,  but  some  in  neighboring 
villages,  under  the  care  of  our  missionaries.  There  is  also 
one  Musselman  department,  and  one  English  school.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  is  from  175  to  200. 

There  are  at  this  station  two  very  good  dwelling  houses, 
which,  brother  Cutter  writes,  will  compare  very  well  with 
some  respectable  dwelling  houses  in  America.  They  are 
worth  about  $2,000.  Besides  these,  there  are  two  other 
buildings,  worth  less  than  $100  each.  As  there  is  no  chapel 
in  this  place,  the  brethren  have  solicited  funds  from  us  to 
help  them  build  one.  We  have  not  been  able  to  send  them 
the  substantial  aid,  but  have  hoped  that  we  might  gratify 
them  before  long.  The  last  accounts  state  that  they  have 
begun  to  build,  having  obtained  some  assistance,  though  not 
enough,  from  the  friends  of  the  mission. 

Ellore — This  station  has  been  relinquished  for  the -pre¬ 
sent.  In  the  judgment  of  the  brethren  Cutter  and  Heise, 
Raj ahm undry  and  its  environs  are  of  such  vast  importance, 
and  the  field  for  missionary  labor  so  extensive,  we  had  better 
concentrate  more  power  there,  and  give  up  Ellore.  We  have 
followed  the  advice  given  by  our  brethren,  and  have  accord¬ 
ingly  ceased  to  bestow  any  special  regard  upon  this  station. 

The  Executive  Committee  would  now  call  the  attention  of 
the  society  to  some  weighty  and  important  matters  connected 
with  the  future  prosperity  of  our  mission  in  India. 

There  must  be  in  future  a  very  large  addition  to  the 
receipts  in  our  treasury,  amounting  to  at  least  double  of 
what  we  now  receive.  The  resonableness  of  this  requisition 
will  be  evident,  when  we  consider  the  pressing  wants  and 
urgent  solicitations  of  our  brethren.  We  have  been  repeat¬ 
edly  urged  to  raise  their  salaries.  Our  departed  brother 
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Gunn  often  presented  and  pressed  this  subject  in  his  letters. 
Messrs.  Groenniiig,  Cutter  and  Snyder,  although  men  of  fami¬ 
lies,  are  each  receiving  not  as  much  as  brother  Gunn  received 
by  one  hundred  dollars,  and  just  as  much  as  brother  Heyer, 
who  is  a  single  man.  Rev.  Heisc's  salary  is  one  hundred 
dollars  less. than  he  had  when  in  the  employ  of  tlie  North 
German  Missionary  Society,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  dollars  less  than  he  has  been  oftered  by  the  London 
Missionary  Society.  To  Mrs.  Gunn,  wF  have  allowed  but 
half  the  sum  formerly  paid  to  her  husband,  and  she  has  two 
children  to  support.  She  has  made  no  complaint,  but  others 
think  her  salary  is  too  small.  Let  it  now  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  three  families  we  have  mentioned,  arc  new  begin¬ 
ners,  fifteen  thousand  miles  from  their  native  land,  cut  otf 
from  all  other  resources;  and  that  the  climate  of  India  is  so 
enervating  that  the  period  of  their  usefulness  will  be  short, 
in  comparison  with  what  it  would  have  been  here.  And 
shall  they,  in  the  service  of  an  extensive,  wealthy  and  pros¬ 
perous  church,  be  compelled  to  live  just  up  to  their  means, 
and  when  health  fails,  and  they  are  worn  out,  return  to  their 
native  land,  to  subsist  upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  church? 
And  shall  these  devoted  men,  whilst  toiling  for  us,  and  amid 
many  privations,  be  compelled  to  sulfer  from  embarrassment 
and  morti!ication,and  painful  apprehensions  as  to  the  future? 
The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  church  will  permit  no 
such  thing.  Rut  it  has  been  stated,  that  the  sum  required 
for  the  ensuing  year  should  be  double  what  it  was  in  any 
preceding  year.  The  reason  of  this  is,  because  our  brethren 
—  and  the  committee  favor  them  in  this — would  like  to 
liave  tlicir  salary  remitted  six  months  in  advance.  Brother 
Heyer,  who  is  supported  by  the  Pennsylvania  Synod,  has  his 
nearly  one  year  in  advance.  We  have  held  out  to  them  the 
expectation  of  such  an  arrangement,  based  upon  the  suppo¬ 
sition  that  the  churches  would  enable  us  so  to  do. 

Then  again,  funds  are  now  required  for  schools,  for  repairs 
of  buildings  completed,  and  yet  to  be  made;  for  the  erection 
of  chapels,  and  a  comfortable  dwelling  house  in  the  Palnand. 
One  of  our  brethren  has  intimated,  that  the  dwelling  house 
at  Gurjal  is  nothing  but  a  small  bungelow.  Brother  Green- 
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ning  and  family  are  now  there.  No  English  residents  are 
in  this  place.  No  white  person  will  be  seen,  perhaps,  for 
weeks  and  months.  No  physician  within  seventy  miles. 

Surel}",  then,  this  self  denying,  this  noble  hearted  family 
ought  to  have  at  least  a  good  comfortable  home.  But  we 
assign  another  reason  for  the  extraordinary  demand.  Should 
we  send  out  more  missionaries  this  year — and  it  is  very 
possible  we  may — we  would  require  a  large  sum  for  outfit 
and  passage.  Again,  our  good  friend,  Mr.  Stokes,  may^not 
be  able  to  help  our  missionaries  much  more,  as  he  has  been 
called  by  his  government  to  be  collector  at  the  port  of 
Madras.  Many,  doubtless,  will  be  the  new  claims  upon  his 
benevolence  there,  and  nobly  will  that  man  of  God  respond 
to  every  one  that  is  just.  Of  course  one  great  source  of 
dependence  in  India,  from  which  our  schools  received  much, 
wdll  be  withrawn.  May  God  raise  up  others  to  fill  the  void. 

The  committee  would  lay  before  the  society  another 
great  want.  Our  mission  needs  another  reinforcement  from 
this  country.  The  society  must  regard  the  vast  field  in 
the  Palnaud,  which  may  truly  be  said  to  be  already  white 
unto  the  harvest,  as  too  extensive  for  any  one  laborer. 

The  perishing  condition  of  souls,  w^ho  appear  in  great 
numbers  to  be  inquiring  for  the  way  of  life,  demand  our 
immediate  attention,  and  our  vigorous  efforts.  Brother 
Groenning  has  a  strong  claim  upon  our  S3*mpathies,  as  well  as 
upon  our  prayers  and  efforts. 

Guntoor  should  have  another  laborer.  Brother  Snyder 
is  of  the  opinion,  that  there  ought  to  be  at  least  three  male  • 

missionaries  in  this  place ;  so  that  while  one  remained  to 
superintend  the  schools,  two  might  go  out  preaching,  and 
distributing  tracts.  At  Vetapallem,  which  is  not  a  great 
distance  from  Guntoor,  there  is  quite  a  large  population. 

We  have  three  acres  of  land  in  this  place,  given  by  the 
government,  but  as  yet  there  are  no  buildings  on  it.  It  is 
near  the  sea  shore,  and  on  the  road  to  Madras. 

But  in  none  of  our  stations  is  there  a  larger  force  required 
than  at  Rajahmundry.  Brother  Heise  writes  under  date  of 
August  8th,  as  follows:  “Perhaps  you  are  aware  that  the 
Telugu  country  is  divided  into  six  parts,  called  Circars,  Zillas 
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or  Districts.”  After  naming  them,  he  says,  “Among  them, 
Rajahmundry  has  become  the  most  important,  in  consequence 
of  the  annicut  (dam)  across  the  Godavery,  by  which  means 
the  very  extensive  Godavery  Delta  is  provided  with  water,  on 
which  a  rich  harvest  in  India  so  mucli  depends.  More  than. 
400  miles  of  canals  are  crossing  the  country.  These  canals 
are  navigable  for  small  boats,  which  will,  in  a  good  degree, 
lacilitate  our  missionary  operations,  when  we  would  make 
excursions  into  the  country,”  Now  as  this  district  is  so  large, 
having  numerous  and  populous  villages,  and  as  Rajahmundry 
is  an  important  centre  of  influence,  and  there  is  no  other 
mission  in  the  district,  it  does  strike  your  committee  very 
I'orcibly,  that  a  reinforcement  should  be  granted  as  early  as 
practicable. 

Your  committee  feel  constrained  in  this  connection,  to 
suggest  a  few  thoughts  relative  to  the  qualification  of  those 
who  would  seek  the  high  oflice  of  a  missionary. 

The  first,  and  most  essential  qualification  is,  a  decided 
predilection  for  the  oflice;  not  the  elfect  of  sudden  impulse, 
bijt  of  serious,  deep  consideration;  a  predilection  strength¬ 
ened  and  matured  by  deliberately  counting  the  cost. 

The  second  qualification  is,  a  singular,  self  devotement, 
without  which  it  is  not  possible  to  be  a  Christian;  still  less 
to  any  useful  purpose  a  minister,  least  of  all  a  missionary. 
It  would  be  well  to  contemplate  the  example,  and  meditate 
upon  the  words,  of  St.  Paul,  in  circumstances  not  very  dis¬ 
similar:  “And  now  I  go  bound  in  spirit  to  Jerusalem,  not 
knowing  what  shall  befall  mo  there,  save  that  in  every  city, 
the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth,  that  bonds  and  afflictions  await 
me;  but  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my 
life  dear  to  myself,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course  with  joy, 
and  the  ministry  I  have  received  of  the  Lord,  to  fulfill  it.” 

The  next  qualification  is,  the  spirit  of  faith ;  not  merely 
that  cordial  belief  of  the  truth  which  is  essential  to  a  Christ¬ 
ian;  but  that  unshaken  persuasion  of  the  promises  of  God, 
respecting  the  enlargement  of  his  kingdom,  which  is  suflicient 
to  denominate  its  possessor  “strong  in  faith.” 

A  missionary,  in  the  fourth  place,  should  cultivate  a  mild, 
conciliatory  and  att'ectionate  temper,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
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office.  God  is  love,  and  whosoever  dwelleth  in  him,  dwelleth 
in  love.  This  great  master  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion, 
singular  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  can  not  fail  to  strike  a 
heathen  mind  as  some  thing  entirely  new;  a  perfection  of 
moral  beauty  and  loveliness,  never  known  or  thought  of  in 
heathen  lands. 

But  intellectual  power  is  no  inconsiderable  prerequisite. 
Men  of  mind  and  of  high  culture  are  imperatively  called  for 
at  the  present  day,  and  at  this  period  in  the  history  of  our 
mission.  When  the  Holy  Ghost  said.  Separate  me  Barnabas 
and  Saul,  one  of  the  most  powerful  intellects,  as  well  as  a 
man  mighty  in  the  scriptures,  was  chosen  to  bear  the 
Saviour’s  name  among  the  Gentiles. 

The  committee,  before  closing  their  report,  would  urge 
upon  this  society  and  the  churches  of  our  Zion,  more  sys¬ 
tematic,  faithful  and  fervent  prayer  in  behalf  of  our  mission. 
Let  us  remember  our  brethren,  not  only  at  the  monthly  con¬ 
cert,  but  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  social  meeting,  at  the  family 
altar,  in  the  closet,  and  frequently  when  at  our  toil.  i?ind 
especially  let  us  seek  to  know  what  duty  requires  at  our 
hands. 

Here  we  would  bring  before  the  society,  the  urgent  request 
of  brother  Heyer;  that  in  consequence  of  advancing  years, 
he  may  be  permitted,  before  a  great  while,  to  retire  from  his 
labors.  We  have  been  at  a  loss  what  reply  to  make,  and 
hence  the  more  cheerfully  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  this  meeting. 

The  committee,  after  mature  deliberation,  are  constrained 
to  present  another  subject  for  the  present  consideration  and 
action  of  the  society.  Hitherto  we  have  been  compelled  to 
employ  an  agent  and  secretary  in  a  limited  sphere,  whose 
operations,  to  meet  our  increasing  wants,  ought  to  be  en¬ 
larged.  Our  missionary  work  has  become  so  extensive, 
the  correspondence  so  burdensome,  the  wants  of  the  mission 
so  numerous,  and  the  demand  for  information  among  our 
churches  and  sabbath  schools  so  pressing,  that  no  brother, 
having  a  pastoral  charge,  let  his  talents  and  attainments  be 
what  they  may,  can  do  justice  to  all  these  claims,  without 
great  detriment  to  his  flock.  Would  he  attend  fully  to  the 
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wants  of  our  brethren  abroad,  facilitate  the  business  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  committee,  and  stir  up  instrumentally,  and 
render  effective  the  missionary  spirit  in  the  churches,  he  must, 
it  is  believed,  give  himself  up  wholly  to  the  work.  The 
proposal  which  we  wish  to  make,  is,  the  combining  of  the 
two  offices  of  agent  and  corresponding  secretary.  Whilst 
this  step  would  but  slightly  increase  our  expenses,  it  would 
greatly  enhance  our  resources,  and  more  fully  prepare  us 
for  the  work  to  which  the  Lord  has  called  us.  We  therefore 
trust  that  the  society  will  sanction  our  suggestion,  and  with 
one  heart,  command  us  to  go  forward,  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty, 

J.  Z.  SENDERLING, 

Cor,  Secretary, 

HENRY  N.  POIILMAN, 

AVILLIAM  D.  STROBEL, 

WILLIAM  N.  SCHOLL, 

CHARLES  A.  SMITH, 

Executive  Committee, 


Minutes  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting 

OF  THE 

EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  MISSION, 

HELD  AT  G  UNTO  OR,  INDIA, 

January  SOtli,  1853. 


Exercises  on  the  Sabbath,  January  30th. 

On  Sunday,  at  7  o’clock,  a.  m.,  brother  Heyer  preached  in  the 
chapel,  to  the  native  congregation,  from  Luke,  10:  42;  “One  thing 
is  needful.” 

At  4  o’clock,  p.  M.,  brother  Heise  lectured  from  1  Cor.,  5th  chap. 

First  Session. 

Monday  Morning,  January  31st,  7  o'clock. 

The  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Mission,  in  India, 
met,  pursuant  to  appointment,  in  the  chapel  at  Guntoor. 

The  following  ordained  missionaries  were  present,  viz:  C.  F. 
Heyer,  from  the  Palnaud;  A.  F.  Heise,  and  W.  J.  Cutter,  from 
Rajahmundry;  and  E.  W.  Groenning,  and  W.  E.  Snyder,  from  this 
place. 

Brother  Heyer  having  been  called  to  the  chair,  the  Conference 
was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  the  president. 

Brother  Snyder  was  then  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  be  organized 
into  a  Synod,  under  the  name  of  the  First  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod  in  India. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  so 
far  as  applicable  to  our  situation  in  this  country,  be  adopted  as  the 
basis  of  our  government;  also,  that  each  member  of  Synod  be 
required  to  make  such  amendments  in  said  constitution,  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  and  report  the  same  at  our  next  annual 
meeting. 

Synod  having  thus  been  organized,  an  election  was  next  held  for 
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officers,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer,  President, 
and  Rev.  W.  E.  Snyder,  Secretary. 

Resolved.  That  tlie  secretarv  be  instructed  to  write  to  tlie  General 
•  • 

Synod,  asking  to  be  admitted  into  connection  with  that  body;  also, 
in  case  any  member  of  this  Synod  should  visit  America  during  the 
session  of  General  Synod,  that  he  be  considered  a  delegate  from- 
this  body. 

Resolved,  That  the  brethren  lleyer,  Grcenning  and  Ileise  be  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee,  to  band  in,  during  the  session  of  Synod,  an 
historical  and  statistical  report  of  their  respective  stations. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  brethren  Ileise,  Cutter, 
Gropnning  and  Snyder,  be  appointed,  to  select  and  recommend 
suitable  books  for  the  Telngu  schools  and  congregations. 

Resolved,  I’hat  Synod  adjourn  until  12  o’clock  m. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Ileise. 

Second  Session. 

Monday,  January  dU/,  It:  o'clock  M. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Gromning. 

The  minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  rend  and  accepted. 

The  rules  for  the  government  of  the  American  Lutheran  IMission 
in  India  were  then  taken  into  consideration. 

In  reference  to  Article  .%  No.  1,  the  missionaries  in  charge  of  their 
respective  stations,  reported  us  follows: 

Gl'NTOOR  STATION. 

Estimated  Expenditures  for  1853. 

•rupees. 


1  English  teacher, .  420  ‘ 

G  Telngu  teachers, .  288 

2  school  mistresses, .  48 

1  l>oarding  school, .  240 

For  repairs, . 100 

For  a  new  school  house  and  repairs  of  the  mission 

liouse  last  year, .  050 

-  1,746 

Probable  Income  — From  friends  in  India. 

English  teacher, .  420 

For  boarding  scliool, .  240 

-  GGO 


For  school  house,  &.c.  (Mr.  Stokes  has  advanced  the 
money,  but  it  is  expected  to  be  refunded  for  more 
spiritual  purposes.) 

Rupees  required, .  1,086 

*  A  rupee  is  fifty  cenu. 


$ 
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RAJAHIIUNDRY  STATION. 
Estimated  Expenditures  for  1853. 


RUPEES. 


For  a  new  school  house, .  1,200 

“  repairs, .  60 

“  teachers .  684 

“  books,  &c., .  50 

Money  contributed  by  European  friends,  and  to  be 

refunded, .  1,100 

-  3.094 


I  Probable  Income* 

From  friends  in  India, . .  1,994 

Rupees  required, .  1,100 


PALNAUD  STATION. 


Estimated  Expenditures  for  1853. 

RUPEES. 


Village  schools, .  360 

Boarding  school, .  360 

Repairs,  . .  40 

Building  in  Adugopola, .  50 

Taxes, .  16 

Sundries, .  10 

Books, .  24 

-  860 


Probable  Income. 

From  friends  in  India, . . . 360 

“  Pittsburgh, . 200 

I 

“  Pennsylvania  Synod, .  300 

-  860 

On  Article  3,  No.  2,  Resolved,  That  the  missionaries  in  the  Gun- 
toor  and  Rajahmundry  circars,  obligate  themselves  to  regulate 
the  out  stations  in  their  respective  circars,  with  a  view  to  equalize, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  comforts  and  burdens  of  the  work. 

In  reference  to  Article  3,  No.  4,  it  was  thought  advisable  that 
Cocanada  and  Pettapoor,  near  Rajahmundry,  be  provided  for  as 
new  stations.  They  each  include  a  population  of  about  16,000. 

It  is  still  thought  desirable  that  Vetapallam  be  retained  as  another 
station. 

Also,  that  two  missionaries  are  considered  necessary  for  the 
Palnaud. 

On  Article  3,  No.  5,  Resolved,  That  we  be  guided  by  the  formula 
recommended  by  General  Synod,  as  far  as  practicable. 
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Adjourned  until  o’clock  to-niorrow  morning.  Prayer,  by 
the  secretary. 

In  the  evening,  brother  Grceuning  preached  to  the  Telugu  con¬ 
gregation. 

Third  Session. 

Tutsday  .Morning,  Febmary  Is/,  o'clock. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Grtruning.  Minutes  rend  and  accepted. 

The  committee  appointed  to  give  an  historical  and  statistical 
relation  of  the  mission  stations  reported  as  follows: 

Gu.ntoor. — Began  1842;  missionaries  in  charge  from  1842-1846, 
C.  F.  Meyer;  from  1846-1851,  W.  Gunn,  and  G.  Mart?.;  at  present, 
C.  W.  Grcenning  and  \\.  E.  Snyder;  1  congregation ;  baptisms  from 
1842-46,32;  to ’51,  24;  to ’52,  22;  total,  78;  16  commimicanls;  8 
marriages;  12  deaths;  6  day  schools,  165  scholars;  1  boarding 
school,  5  scholars;  1)  teachers,  expenses  last  year,  1,746  rupees.* 

Rajahmi’.ndrv. — Began  1845;  missionaries  in  charge  from  1845- 
50,  Valette;  frotn  184(>-41>,  C.  W.  Gramning;  from  1846-52,  A. 
F.  lleise;  1852,  W.  J.  Cutter;  1  congregation;  13  baptisms;  10 
communicants;  8  day  schools,  220  scholars;  8  teachers;  expenses 
last  year,  800  rupees. 

Palnaud. — Began  1849;  missionary,  C.  F'.  Meyer;  5  congrega¬ 
tions;  243  bapifstns;  44  communicants;  5  marriages;  1  death;  2 
expulsiotis;  6  day  schools,  74  scholars;!  1  boarding  school,  21 
scholars;!  7  teachers;  expenses  last  year,  860  rupees. 

Synod  a<ljourned  to  meet  at  1  o’clock,  r.  m. 

Prayer,  by  brother  lleise. 

Fourth  Session. 

Tuesday,  February  la/,  1  o'clock  P.  .M. 

Prayer,  by  brother  lleise.  Minutes  read  and  accepted. 

On  motion,  Hesolctd,  That  the  necessity  and  expediency  of  revis¬ 
ing  the  Lutheran  Catechism  and  Liturgy  in  Telugu,  be  taken  into 
consideration. 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  Synod  examine  the  present 
translation,  and  send  it,  with  their  corrections,  to  Guntoor,  in  the 
space  of  one  month;  and  that  brethren  Meyer,  Gramning  and  Sny¬ 
der  be  a|)pointed  a  committee  for  printing  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  each  member  of  Synod  be  rcrpiired  to  select  or 
translate  ten  byrnns,  and  send  them  to  the  printing  committee. 

Resolved,  That  the  catcchi.^rn,  liturgy  and  hymns  be  bound  into 
one  volume. 

Brother  Meyer  next  read  an  interesting  essay  tipon  the  aborigines 
of  India,  tending  to  j)rove,  that  the  outcasts  were  the  original  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  soil. 

*  Includes  building  und  repairs.  t  Children  of  baptized  parents. 
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Synod  adjourned  to  meet  again  to-morrow,  at  8  o’clock,  a.  »I, 

Prayer,  by  brother  Cutter, 

In  the  evening,  prayer  meeting  at  brother  Grcenning’s  house. 

Fifth  Session. 

Wednesday  mornings  February  2d,  8  o'clock. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Cutter.  Minutes  read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  write  to  the  editors 
of  the  Christian  Instructor,  at  Madras,  that  the  American  Lutheran 
Mission  was  omitted  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mullen’s  Report  of  the  State 
of  Missions  in  India. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  send  an  extract  of  the  minutes  of 
this  Synod,  for  publication  in  the  Christian  Instructor. 

The  views  of  the  missionaries  were  expressed,  upon  the  subject 
of  caste.  While  all  were  agreed  in  desiring*  it  to  be  done  away 
with,  they  were  in  doubt  as  to  the  best  means  for  its  accomplish¬ 
ment. 

A  list  of  words  in  European  languages,  which  might  be  traced  to 
the  Telugu  and  Sanscrit,  was  read,  and  commented  upon,  for 
mutual  information. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  1  o’clock,  p.  m.  Prayer,  by  the  secretary. 

Sixth  Session. 

Wednesday,  February  2d,  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Prayer,  by  the  president.  Minutes  read  and  accepted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  difficulties  and  incon¬ 
veniences  attendant  upon  the  delay  of  mission  funds,  the  Executive 
Committee  be  respectfully  solicited  to  use  their  influence  in  sending 
all  moneys  in  time  to  reach  us  quarterly  in  advance. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  be  held  in 
Rajahmundry,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1854. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heart  felt  gratitude  to  our  European 
friends  in  India,  for  their  cheerful  and  liberal  contributions,  in  ena¬ 
bling  us  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  benighted  land. 
Confiding  in  their  past  beneficence,  we  doubt  not  that  they  will 
continue  to  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  aid  in  so  blessed  and  holy  an 
enterprise. 

Resolved,  That  w^e  visit  the  grave  of  our  departed  brother  Gunn, 
and  that  brother  Heise  be  requested  to  take  a  sketch  of  his  tomb, 
for  transmission  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  we  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  6^  o’clock,  to 
celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper;  and  that  immediately  after,  the  Telugu 
schools  be  assembled  for  examination. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  now  adjourn,  to  meet  again  at  the  time  * 

and  place  above  appointed. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Grcenning. 
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Thursdat/,  Gi  clock j M. 

•  • 

In  nccordnnce  with  resolution,  the  missionaries  assembled  at  Gi 
o’clock,  to  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper.  It  was  administered  by 
the  president  The  occasion  was  a  deeply  interesting  one,  and  we 
trust  not  unprofitable  to  our  souls. 

The  examination  of  the  schools  was  next  attended  to,  and  although 
not  as  satisfactory'  ns  might  lie  desired,  yet  afforded  some  cause  for 
cncourngment.  To  the  Lord  l>e  all  the  praise. 

That  the  foregoing  is  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  annual  session  of  the  First  Kvangelical  Lutheran  Synod  in 
India,  is  certified  by  \\M.  E.  SNYDEIl,  Secretary. 


The  committee  subjoin  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  the 
corresponding  secretary,  from  the  Mon.  11.  Stokes.  The  testimony 
be  lienrs,  ns  to  the  pmgress  of  our  mission,  is  highly  encouraging, 
and  bis  lilieml  offer  of  essential  aid  must  surely  urge  us  onward  in 
the  good  work  which  (Jod  baa  given  us  to  do. 

]Mai)Ras,  22d  Feb.,  1853. 

My  Dear  Mr.  tenderling — On  our  return  in  November,  last,  from 
the  Neeigberry  Hills  to  (iiiiitoor,  nOer  an  alisence  of  twenty  months, 
I  felt  a  desire  to  write,  and  tell  you  my  impression  of  the  progress 
of  our  mission  work;  for  it  may  bo  satisfactory,  lioth  to  yourselves, 
and  the  missionaries,  to  have  (he  testimony  of  a  third  (>nrty. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  you  the  prestmt  statistics  of  the  mission, 
ns  you  will  have  those  correctly  from  the  missionaries  thernsfdves. 
I  will  just  tell  you  what  is  thought  of  each  branch  of  the  work.  First, 
of  the  (jiintoor  station.  My  wife  and  1  during  one  of  the  few  Sun¬ 
days  we  were  at  CJuntoor  (the  first  Sunday  of  the  present  year), 
attended  the  aflernooii  meeting  in  the  chapel.  It  was  well  attended, 
and  we  Iwili  felt,  very  deciiledly,  more  than  on  any  former  occasion, 
that  there  was  life  in  the  worship.  Our  dear  friend,  Hr.  Urmnriing, 
conilucied  the  meeting,  and  we  could  not  ticlp  thinking  that  sevenil 
of  the  converts  joined  in  the  exercises  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  It  was 
(he  occasion  of  Joshua’s  laiptism;  and  if  1  ever  saw  a  native  Christ¬ 
ian  of  wlioni  I  couhl  Niy  conlidently  that  he  seemed  truly  taught  of 
the  Spirit,  it  was  Joshua.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  see,  too,  in  the  case 
of  Stephen  and  his  wife,  how  much  even  the  lowest  class  can  bo 
elevated,  and  fitted  for  usefulness,  hy  the  Gospel.  Stephen’s  wife 
is  one  of  the  first  females,  probably,  of  her  caste,  who  has  not  only, 
on  pndessing  Christianity,  learned  to  naul,  but  undertaken  the  office 
of  teacher.  She  teaches  now,  1  think,  about  thirty  little  girls;  many 
of  whom  can  read  intelligently  the  Gospel  in  Telugu.  There  is 
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the  nucleus  of  a  nice  little  boarding  school  for  native  girls.  But  I 
fear  there  will  be  difficulties  in  raising  it  to  its  proper  scale,  for 
some  time  to  come. 

The  next  aspect  of  the  work  I  may  notice,  is  the  general  impres¬ 
sion  and  state  of  feeling  that  is  gradually  coming  over  the  population 
of  the  district.  This,  perhaps,  is  not  properly  the  effect  of  the 
district  mission  alone,  but  of  the  gradual  spread  of  light  through 
India;  and  it  is  very  marked  and  evidently  progressive.  After 
spending  a  week  in  Guntoor,  we  set  out  on  a  tour,  with  our  tents, 
to  make  the  annual  settlement.  Every  collectorate  is  divided  into 
districts,  called  “  Talooks,”  each  of  which  is  managed  by  a  native 
subordinate,  called  a  “  Tahilden,”  who,  in  his  charge,  exercises, 
within  certain  limits,  revenue  and  police  authority  like  that  of  the 
collector  and  magistrate.  There  are  fourteen  such  talooks  in  Gun¬ 
toor.  Of  these,  I  visited  five.  Brother  and  sister  Grcenning  accom¬ 
panied  us  part  of  the  time;  and  sister  Gunn  and  brother  Heyer 
during  another  part.  At  every  place  we  stopped,  natives  of  all 
castes  willingly  assembled  round  the  missionaries,  to  hear  their 
message.  There  was  a  grea^  demand  for  tracts,  especially  for  the 
Telugu  almanac,  which  has  been  published  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  contains  a  good  deal  of  Christian  instruction.  Among  the 
natives  employed  by  government,  are  both  Soodroc  and  Brahmans. 
There  are  several  who  speak  favorably  of  our  religion ;  and  espe¬ 
cially  one  Brahman,  who  several  times  visited  the  missionary,  and 
had  conversation  with  him  in  his  tent.  On  the  whole,  there  is 
every  where  a  loosening  and  dissolving  of  Hindoo  prejudices,  and 
growing  conviction  that  our  religion  is  superior. 

All  our  arrangements  were  made,  to  proceed  to  the  Palnaud,  and 
Br.  Heyer  had  kindly  planned  to  gather  the  converts  to  Gurjal,  on 
new  year’s  day,  when  our  journey  was  cut  short  by  my  being  sum¬ 
moned  to  Madras.  I  can  not,  therefore,  speak  of  the  Palnaud,  as 
an  eye  witness,  but  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  door  of  utterance  has 
been  there  opened  by  the  Lord,  and  it  is  a  solemn  call  to  enter  in 
as  effectually  as  can  be  done. 

The  next  thing  to  mention,  is  the  schools.  From  an  abrupt 
removal  from  Guntoor,  I  did  not  see  them  examined.  But  I  can 
safely  state,  that  all  are  doing  a  good  work,  especially  the  vernacular 
school.  The  English  school  at  Guntoor  has  languished,  chiefly,  I 
think,  from  the  last  Indian  teacher  being  somewhat  deficient  in 
energy,  and  not  feeling  quite  content  with  his  work.  Other  causes 
may  have  contributed.  On  the  whole,  I  can  assure  you,  that  we 
may  thank  God,  and  take,  courage.  The  work  is  his:  he  has  owned 
it.  The  enemy  has  felt  it,  and  tried  in  various  ways  to  weaken  the 
hands  of  the  builders,  and  discourage  their  hearts,  to  perplex,  try 
and  harass  them.  But  greater  is  He  that  is  for  us,  than  he  that  is 
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nprainst  us;  and  so  lie  has  not  been  permittted  to  succeed;  and  llie 
work  is  going  on  steadily  and  harmoniously. 

I  will  now,  with  some  diffidence,  give  you  my  views  as  to  the 

wants  of  the  mission.  We  have,  indeed,  much  cause  to  be  grateful 

to  God,  who  put  it  into  your  hearts  to  send  us,  and  into  their  hearts 

to  come,  four  such  faithful,  humble  laborers,  as  the  Snyders  and 

Cutlers;  and  we  do  thank  him  and  you,  for  them.  At  the  same 

% 

time,  we  must  remember,  that  fi-om  our  beloved  brother  (lunn’s 

l)eing  called  to  his  rest  and  his  reward,  Mr.  Martz’s  return,  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  Cutter  having  had  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

Vullett,  at  Rajahmundry,  the  actual  strength  of  our  missionary 

agency  is  now  scarcely,  if  at  all,  greater  than  it  was  in  Mrs, 

Gunn  feels  it  her  duty,  though  a  very  painful  one,  to  leave,  at 

least  for  a  time,  the  mission  field,  to  take  her  children  to  America, 

at  the  close  of  this  year,  in  compliance  with  her  dear  hiisbaiurs 

written  desire.  Rrobahly  too,  Mr.  Ileyer  may,  ere  long,  complete 

his  op|>ointed  time  of  mission  labor.  So  that  you  seethe  call  is  still 

os  urgent  as  ever,  “Come  over  and  help  us.”  Let  the  committee 

give  tjicmselves  to  special  pm\er  ami  eflbrt  toohtuin  more  lalKirers; 

really  called  of  (tod,  of  tried  faith  and  judgment ;  men,  tor  whom  God 

has  given  the  spirit  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind. 

There  ought  certainly  to  Ik*  another  missionary,  at  least,  in  the  Ral- 

naud,  who  might  reside  more  in  the  centre  of  the  congregations 

than  (iiirjal.  His  value  would  Ik*  doubled,  if  you  could  get  a  medi* 

cal  missionarv.  If  voii  can  send  ns  such  a  man,  or  indeed  another 
•  •  ' 

missionary,  1  will  promise,  please  (Jod,  a  thousand  riijices  towards 
building  a  n*sidenco  further  west  than  (Hirjal. 

Another  want  which  strikes  me  is  that  of  a  man,  who  could  give 
bis  time  chiefly  to  the  Hiiglish  school.  If  this  were  really  efficient, 

1  lielicve  that  the  sons  of  all  the  richer  natives  would  gradually  avail 
themselves  of  it,  and  thus  Ik?  brought  within  the  sound  of  the  Gog- 
|K*I.  The  government  have  it  in  contemplation  to  su|>port  all  good 
schools,  by  what  is  called  grants  in  aid. 

After  all,  the  greatest  want  is  more  prayer,  that  the  missionaries 
may  Ik?  full  of  the  Holy  (Jhost  and  of  power;  that  their  hearts  may 
Ik?  comforted,  Iwing  knit  together  in  love;  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
vouchsafe  to  work  efl*ecliially,  l»oth  by  the  word  spoken  and 
preached,  by  the  word  rend,  by  tracts,  by  schools,  and  by  the  holy, 
harmless  and  blameless  lives  of  the  missionaries  and  converts. 

With  these  few  rapidly  written,  yet  deliberately  formed,  siiggcs- 
lions,  I  will  conclude,  liegging  yourself,  the  committee,  and  all  who 
support  our  Telugir  mission,  to  accept  from  my  wife  and  myself, 
our  hearty  thanks  and  Christian  love. 

Yours,  in  sincere  esteem  and  affection,  H.  STOKES. 
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REPORT. 


In  presenting  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  for  the  last  three  years,  the  Executive 
Committee  desire,  first  of  all,  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt 
of  gratitude  they  owe  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  who 
has  so  marvellously  led  us  on  in  our  missionary  work.  He 
has  cheered  the  hearts  of  our  missionaries  with  good  success, 
comforted  and  sustained  them  in  their  trials,  directed  the 
attention  of  your  committee  to  new  fields  of  labor,  and  at 
the  appointed  time  furnished  the  laborers,  and  the  means  for 
their  support.  Truly  has  he  verified  his  promise,  “  Lo,  I 
am  with  you  always.”  In  tracing  the  hand  of  Divine 
Providence  in  our  missionary  operations,  it  is  gratifying  to 
observe  how  noiselessly,  yet  firmly  and  steadily,  the  good 
work  has  moved  forward.  No  alarms  have  been  sounded  ; 
no  extraordinary  sympathies  have  been  enlisted;  no  very 
vigorous  exertions  have  been  put  forth.  The  churches  have 
been  simply  asked,  shall  we  occupy  new  fields,  and  cultivate 
them?  and  will  you  sustain  us?  The  response  has  been, 
“  Go  forward,  it  is  the  voice  of  God.”  Not  unto  us,  then, 
not  unto  us,  but  to  God,  he  all  the  glory. 

That  we  have  reason  for  gratitude  and  praise,  will  be  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  following  facts  in  the  history  of  our  mission. 
Seven  years  ago,  we  had  but  one  missionary  in  India,  and  he 
was  in  feeble  health.  Some  good  friends  of  our  mission  were 
at  that  time  under  painful  apprehensions,  and  not  without 
good  reason,  that  brother  Gunn  could  not  long  survive ;  and 
that  before  another  missionary  could  be  procured  and  sent 
out,  that  dear  brother  might  be  in  his  grave ;  and  that  the 
small  vantage  ground  we  had  gained  in  Guntoor,  together 
with  whatever  of  interest  we  held  there,  might  be  irrevocably 
lost  to  our  church. 
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At  the  date  of  our  last  official  report,  we  had  only  two 
active  laborers  in  the  field,  brother  Gunn  having  become 
entirely  disabled  through  bodily  infirmity;  and  but  one  of 
these  efficient,  the  other  having  not  yet  acquired  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  Telugu  language.  But  the  last  three  years 
seem  to  have  been,  in  the  providence  of  God,  “  the  set  time  to 
favor  Zion.”  In  the  year  1850,  the  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Groenning,  of  the  North  German  Missionary  Society,  was 
recommended,  bv  our  missionaries,  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee,  and  so  well  satisfied  were  the  committee  of  the  superior 
qualifications  of  this  brother,  that  they  unhesitatingly 
received  him  into  their  service. 

But  the  Lord  seems  to  have  been  unwilling  lliat  our  agency 
should  be  restricted  to  these  limits.  A  letter  received  from 

the  North  German  Missionary  Society,  offered  to  transfer  to 

«  » 

us  their  mission  at  Hujahintindry,  with  the  buildings  and' the 
two  missionaries  laboring  there,  and  urged  us  to  take  charge 
of  the  mission,  inasmuch  as  the  political  condition  of  Ger¬ 
many  had  led  to  such  financial  embarrassments,  that  the 
society  found  itself  without  means,  and  therefore  unable  to 
continue  their  ope*rations  any  longer.  Here  your  committee 
felt  in  duty  bound  to  pause;  not  because  they  were  at  a  loss 
to  determine  what  ought  to  be  their  answer  to  this  new 
appeal,  but  because  they  thought  it  best  and  proper  to  submit 
the  mailer  to  the  churches  whose  agents  they  were,  and  wait 
for  their  response.  The  question  was  not,  what  is  duty? 
That  question  was  settled.  The  providence  of  God  had 
settled  it.  The  voice  of  the  Lord  had  been  distinctly  heard 
in  every  call  that  had  been  addressed  to  us,  and  the  only 
question  to  be  determined,  was,  whether  the  church  would 
be  w  illing  to  obey  that  voice,  and  was  prepared  to  occupy 
that  field,  which  the  Lord  had  made  ready  to  our  hand.  Wo 
were  confident  that  the  answ’er  would  be  “Go  on;  continue 
to  follow'  the  leadings  of  Providence,  as  you  have  done  ; 
promptly  answ’cr  every  call,  and  we  will  stand  by  you  with 
our  contributions  and  our  prayers.”  In  a  printed  circular, 
dated  Albany,  Sept.  25th,  1850,  this  matter  w'as  accordingly 
submitted,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  the  pastors  and  churches 
in  our  connection.  The  responses  received  were  of  such  an 
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encouraging  character,  and  of  such  a  definite  and  reliable 
form,  that  the  committee  resolved,  at  a  meeting  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  to  accept  the  transfer  from  the  North  German  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  of  their  mission  in  India.  Thus  we  had 
placed  under  our  supervision,  in  connection  with  Guntoor 
and  the  Palnaud,  the  new  stations  of  Rajahmundry  and 
Ellore,  with  two  additional  missionaries,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Heise 
and  Vallett.  Mr.  Vallett,  however,  did  not  remain  long 
after  the  transfer,  being  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  for 
the  purpose  of  returning  to  Germany. 

But  the  demand  for  more  laborers  was  not  yet  sup¬ 
plied,  and  there  came  another  call  from  Guntoor,  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  generous  offer  from  Mr.  Stokes,  that  well 
tried  friend  of  our  mission,  of  800  rupees  ($400),  pro- 
provided  we  sent  out,  during  the  year,  another  missionary. 
Tho  Lord  raised  up  for  us  two  young  brethren,  w’ho  offered 
themselves  for  the  foreign  field.  The  one,  William  J. 
Cutter,  formerly  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  native  of  Germany, 
but  for  a  long  time  resident  in  this  country.  He  was  con¬ 
verted  at  a  synodical  meeting,  in  the  fall  of  1840,  and  united 
with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  George  Yeager,  at  Jeffersontown,  Ky.,  in  1841. 
The  other,  William  E.  Snyder,  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey, 
was  a  graduate  of  Rutger’s  College,  of  said  state,  and 
subsequently  a  teacher  in  Hartwick  Seminary,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Snyder  is  a  nephew  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  professor  of  Hartwick 
Theological  Seminary.  These  brethren  and  their  wives 
sailed  from  this  country  August  11th,  1851,  and  arrived  in 
Madras  the  latter  part  of  January,  1852. 

Meanwhile,  important  changes  were  taking  place  in  India. 
Brother  Groenning  was  transferred  from  Ellore  to  Guntoor, 
in  consequence  of  Mr.  Gunn’s  declining  health,  and  at  the 
earnest  request  of  that  brother.  Mr.  Martz,  by  the  advice 
of  the  brethren,  went  to  Ellore,  and  subsequently  returned 
to  America,  and  is  now  no  longer  connected  with  our  foreign 
mission.  * 

The  decease  of  our  esteemed  and  lamented  brother  Gunn, 
which  took  place  July  5th,  1851,  and  which  threw  a  gloom 
over  a  good  part  of  our  mission,  has  long  since  been  made 
known  through  our  land.  Shortly  after  the  receipt  of  the 


sad  intelligence,  the  Executive  Committee  met  at  Red  Hook, 
and  took  suitable  action  in  the  case.  Resolutions  were 
passed,  sympathising  with,  and  encouraging,  the  deeply 
alliicted  widow,  and  condoling  with  our  infant  church,  and  • 
with  our  missionary  brethren,  in  the  loss  of  one,  whose 
prudence,  piety  and  zeal  so  fully  qualified  him  to  be  a  stand¬ 
ard  bearer  of  the  cross,  in  heathen  lands.  Brother  Gunn 
had  advised  Mrs.  Gunn,  that  in  the  event  of  his  death,  it 
would  be  best  for  her  to  return  to  the  United  States,  with 
the  view  of  educating  her  children.  Without  any  knowledge 
of  Mr.  Gunirs  views,  the  committee  extended  to  Mrs.  Gunn 
the  privilege  of  such  a  return.  But  as  she  ardently  desired 
to  remain  in  India,  for  a  limited  time,  to  labor  for  the  heathen, 
and  especially  to  superintend  her  school  of  girls,  we  thought 
it  best  to  acquiesce;  and  have  given  her  a  stipulated  sum 
as  salary.  Her  superintendence  of  the  school  has  been 
greatly  blessed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  truths  of  our 
holy  religion  have  been  instilled  into  the  tender  minds  of 
many  of  the  youths  committed  to  her  care.  Some  touching 
incidents  have  occurred  in  the  history  of  this  enterprise,  one 
of  which  was  communicated  not  long  since  in  a  letter  to  the 
sabbath  school  of  St.  John's  church,  Philadelphia,  which 
has  been  published,  and  which  has  awakened  a  new  interest 
in  this  country  relative  to  her  labors. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  alfairs  of  the  mission,  under 
the  good  providence  of  our  God,  appear  to  have  been 
moving  on  prosperously.  Extraordinary  success  has 
crowned  the  labors  of  our  missionary  in  the  Palnaud. 
Nor  have  the  stations  of  Guntoor  and  Rajahmundry 
been  without  abundant  and  encouraging  fruits.  The 
brethren  in  the  field  appear  to  have  been  very  attentive  to 
their  work,  and  seem  to  bo  much  devoted  to  the  salvation 
of  the  perishing  multitudes  around  them.  They  have  made 
several  very  interesting  excursions,  visiting  many  villages, 
conversing  with  the  natives,  and  distributing  tracts.  We 
regret  that  w’e  have  not  been  able  to  indulge  the  readers  of  • 
our  church  papers  with  copious  extracts  from  their  interesting 
letters.  Our  hands  have  been  so  full,  that  wc  havu  beeu 
compelled  to  content  ourselves  with  sending  to  the  Observer, 
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only  such  matters  as  had  been  previously  prepared  by  the 
brethren  themselves. 

The  American  Tract  Society  have  remitted  to  us,  from 
year  to  year,  their  annual  appropriation  of  $100,  for  tract 
distribution  among  the  Teloogoos.  They  have  kindly  offered 
to  supply  us  with  all  the  funds  we  should  need  for  that 
purpose,  besides  the  assurance  of  “  their  deepest  interest  in 
the  prosperity  of  the  mission,  and  their  prayers,  that  the 
blessing  of  God  might  rest  richly  on  all  our  mutual  endea¬ 
vors  to  advance  his  cause  in  our  sin  ruined  world.”  Our 
brethren  speak  of  the  good  results  of  tract  distribution,  and 
give  some  instances  of  a  very  gratifying  character. 

We  have  been  favored  mth  the  annual  reports  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  during  the 
last  two  years.  The  first  we  received  was  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Treat,  corresponding  secretary,  offering  to  send 
us  their  report  annually,  and  signifying  their  desire  to  receive 
ours  in  return.  We  have  promised  to  reciprocate  the  favor. 
The  officers  of  the  American  Board  have  kindlv  and  courte- 
ously  offered  us  every  facility  we  could  reasonably  ask,  in 
the  transmission  of  funds,  or  in  sending  out  our  missionaries 
to  India.  No  less  kind  and  courteous  have  been  their 
missionaries  and  agents  at  Madras.  They  have  been  the 
first  Christian  friends  to  meet  and  cordially  welcome  to  that 
dark  land,  our  brethren  upon  their  arrival  from  this  country. 

Our  pecuniary  resources  in  this  country  and  in  India  have 
neither  failed,  nor  have  they  been  diminished.  Our  mission¬ 
aries  have  continued  to  experience  the  friendship  and  liber¬ 
ality  of  the  English  residents,  at  the  several  stations.  When 
brother  Heyer  first  went  to  the  Palnaud,  there  were  buildings 
already  prepared,  which  Mr.  Stokes  gratuitously  offered  him 
for  his  use.  When  JNIessrs.  Cutter  and  Snyder  arrived  in 
India,  upwards  of  800  rupees  ($400)  awaited  them,  the  gift 
of  Mr.  Stokes.  W^hen  the  new  compound  in  Guntoor  was 
purchased,  or  any  repairs  to  the  other  buildings  were  neces¬ 
sary,  or  when  assistance  was  needed  in  the  schools,  that 
steadfast  friend  stood  ready  with  his  gifts,  his  counsel  and 
his  blessing.  Brother  Snyder  mentions  another  instance  of 
this  kind  of  help.  The  English  school  in  Guntoor,  consisting 
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of  about  30  boys,  is  entirely  supported  by  the  English  resi¬ 
dents,  at  an  expense  of  40  rupees  per  month.  So  in  Rajah- 
mundry,  there  are  stated  contributions  for  this  purpose, 
amounting  to  some  66  rupees  per  month.  In  a  letter  of 
brother  Heise,  dated  August,  1852,  we  have  an  account  of 
four  gentlemen  —  Mr.  Stokes  is  one  of  the.  four — who 
subscribe,  in  the  aggregate,  47  rupees  per  month,  which 
amounts  to  564  rupees  per  annum.  Besides,  there  is  in 
Rajahmundry,  a  fund  of  1,000  rupees  invested  by  these 
gentlemen,  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  the  interest  alone  being 
applied.  The  committee  have  inquired  into  the  resources  of 
each  of  the  missions,  an  account  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  annexed  proceedings  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  mis¬ 
sionaries. 

The  contributions  from  our  churches  and  friends  in  this 
country,  have  hitherto  sustained  our  operations,  increasing 
to  a  certain  extent  with  the  demand.  We  have  not,  however, 
been  able  to  gratify  certain  wants  of  our  missionaries,  about 
which  they  are  very  solicitous  and  urgent.  Tliey  desire  an 
increase  of  their  salaries.  Those  who  have  families,  have 
requested  an  additional  allowance  for  each  child.  They 
furthermore  ask,  and  in  reason,  that  their  salaries  should  be 
sent  them  considerably  in  advance.  They  have  asked  for 
increased  aid  in  their  schools,  and  to  enable  them  to  erect 
some  more  comfortable  buildings  for  schools  and  chapels. 
Your  committee  have  a  great  dread  of  debt,  and  have  there¬ 
fore  been  compelled  to  keep  within  their  means.  The  happy 
period  has  not  yet  arrived  in  the  history  of  our  church,  when 
all  will  contribute  systematically  and  regularly  every  year, 
to  all  the  claims  upon  their  charity:  when  legacies  and 
donations,  rich  and  numerous,  begin  to  flow  into  our  trea- 
surv.  But  that  time  will  come,  must  come,  when  all  reason- 
able  demands  on  our  pecuniary  resources,  will  be  promptly 
met.  We  speak  advisedly.  There  has  been,  and  is  yet, 
much  faithful  prayer  in  the  church  for  India.  The  past 
supply  has  been  so  naturally  and  continuously  flowing,  as 
to  appear  like  a  steady  stream,  though  of  limited  size,  from 
a  large  and  overflowing  fountain. 

Our  treasury  presents  the  following  exhibits  of  the  aggre- 
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gate  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  each  of  the  three 


years,  ending  May  1st,  1853 : 

Total  amount  received  from  May,  1850, 

to  May,  1851, . $4,424.61 

Total  amount  from  May,  1851,  to  May, 

1852,  .  5,42T09 

Total  amount  from  May,  1852,  to  May, 

1853,  .  4,640-60 

- $14,486-30 

Total  am’t  expended  from  May,  1850, 

to  May,  1851, . $3,039*82 

Total  am’t  expended  from  May,  1851, 

to  May,  1852, .  5,443*86 

Total  am’t  expended  from  May,  1852, 

to  May,  1853, .  5,994-44 

- —$14,478-12 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer, .  $8*18 


We  will  now  present  an  exhibit  of  each  of  our  stations. 

Guntoor — Rev.  Charles  W.  Groenning,  missionary;  Mrs. 
Henrike  Groenning,  assistant  missionary;  Rev.  William  E. 
Snyder,  missionary;  Mrs.  Susan  Maria  Snyder,  assistant 
missionary  ;  Mrs.  Lorena  Gunn,  assistant  missionary. 
The  infant  church  in  this  place  consists  of  about  fifteen 
members.  Some  interesting  accessions  have  recently 
been  made.  There  are  six  schools,  four  of  which  are 
Telugu  containing  in  the  aggregate  about  160  scholars.  The 
others  are  English,  one  of  which  has  30  boys,  the  other 
about  40  girls,  the  latter  being  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Gunn. 
The  plan  of  a  female  boarding  school  in  Guntoor  has  recently 
been  agitated,  both  in  India  and  in  this  country.  In  reference 
to  which,  brother  Snyder,  in  a  letter  of  July  6th,  writes  thus: 
“  If  there  were  a  sufiicient  sura  to  warrant  a  small  boarding 
school,  many  of  the  older  girls  might  be  retained  under 
Christian  instruction,  who  would  otherwise  be  taken  home, 
either  to  gather  means  to  prevent  starvation,  or  else  to  be 
married  to  any  one  the  parent  might  select.  A  bright  little 
girl  was  taken  recently,  and  married,  against  her  will,  to  a 
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drunken  old  man.  .  We  have  serious  apprehensions  that  this 
may  again  happen,  and  to  one  of  the  most  interesting  girls 
of  our  school.  Several  individuals  in  Guntoor  and  in  this 

»  country  have  engaged  to  support,  each,  one  scholar  at  a 

• 

weekly  expense  of  25  cents.  The  Executive  Committee 
have  rather  allowed  this  project  to  go  on,  and  test  itself, 
than  to  give  their  counsel  in  the  matter. 

The  buildings  at  this  station  belonging  to  the  mission, 
consists  of  two  dwelling  houses,  one  in  which  brother  Guim 
lived,  worth  about  ^050;  the  other  recently  bought,  worth 
about  S7G0;  the  chapel,  worth  "about  $200;  two  others  for 
schools,  worth  about  $25  each.  As  brother  Hcyer  has 
solicited  a  change  of  station,  the  committee  have  determined 
to  gratify  him.  He  is  to  be  henceforth  stationed  in  Guntoor, 
whilst  brother  GrcBiiningand  his  wife  will  go  to  the  Palnaud 
for  a  year  or  so,  until  some  of  our  younger  brethren  may 
be  able  to  relieve  him. 

Thk  Pal.naud  Statio.v  —  Gurjai.  —  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer, 
missionary;  one  catechist  and  two  readers;  seven  teachers; 
who  arc  maintained  at  a  monthly  expense  of  thirty  rupees. 
Rrothcr  Ileycr  has  been  at  this  station  four  years.  He  has 
had  under  his  supervision  some  twelve  or  thirteen  villages. 
During  this  periotl  he  has  baptized  at  dilferent  times  228 
individuals  in  the  villages  of  Gurjal,  VTddurty,  Polipally, 
Kolacotta,  .Macherln  and  Adugopola.  He  has  admitted  to 
the  Lord’s  Supixr,  between  30  and  40.  There  are  schools 
at  all  the  above  places,  containing  from  10  to  70  scholars. 
These  schools  are  attended  by  the  children  of  baptized 
parents  only.  The  teachers  are  all  native  converts,  none 
others  being  employed  in  the  Palnaud.  The  appointment 
of  a  native  convert  to  the  situation  of  school  master,  has 
hitherto  been  regarded  all  over  India,  as  a  reason  for  with- 
drawing  their  children  from  the  school.  Hence  the  diminished 
number  of  scholars  in  the  various  schools.  Hrother  Heyer 
writes,  that  he  has  a  number  of  boarding  scholars,  fourteen 
in  all,  who  of  coiirsc  must  reqtiirc  a  considerable  portion  of 
his  time.  It  must  strike  all  with  astonishment,  that  one 
man  could  superintend  such  a  large  field  as  the  Palnaud,  and 
attend  to  so  many  wants.  Long  ere  this,  two  other  brethren 
should  have  been  connected  with  this  station. 
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Rajahmundr'S — Rev.  F.  A.  Heise,  missionary;  Rev.  "Wm. 
J.  Cutter,  missionary ;  Mrs.  Margaret  Cutter,  assistant 
missionary.  This  mission,  which  has  recently*  come  into 
our  hands,  from  the  North  German  Missionary  Society,  may 
be  considered  as  yet  in  its  infancy.  There  are  but  very  few 
members  belonging  to  the  church.  There  has  been  of  late, 
some  interesting  inquirers,  who,  it  is  expected,  will  connect 
themselves  with  the  same  in  due  time.  There  are  five 
Telugu  schools,  not  all  in  this  place,  but  some  in  neighboring 
villages,  under  the  care  of  our  missionaries.  There  is  also 
one  Musselraan  department,  and  one  English  school.  The 
whole  number  of  scholars  is  from  175  to  200. 

There  are  at  this  station  two  very  good  dwelling  houses, 
which,  brother  Cutter  writes,  will  compare  very  well  with 
some  respectable  dwelling  houses  in  America.  They  are 
worth  about  $2,000.  Besides  these,  there  are  two  other 
buildings,  worth  less  than  $100  each.  As  there  is  no  chapel 
in  this  place,  the  brethren  have  solicited  funds  from  us  to 
help  them  build  one.  We  have  not  been  able  to  send  them 
the  substantial  aid,  but  have  hoped  that  we  might  gratify 
them  before  long.  The  last  accounts  state  that  they  have 
begun  to  build,  having  obtained  some  assistance,  though  not 
enough,  from  the  friends  of  the  mission. 

Ellore — This  station  has  been  relinquished  for  the  pre¬ 
sent.  In  the  judgment  of  the  brethren  Cutter  and  Heise, 
Raj ahm undry  and  its  environs  are  of  such  vast  importance, 
and  the  field  for  missionary  labor  so  extensive,  we  had  better 
concentrate  more  power  there,  and  give  up  Ellore.  W e  have 
followed  the  advice  given  by  our  brethren,  and  have  accord¬ 
ingly  ceased  to  bestow  any  special  regard  upon  this  station. 

The  Executive  Committee  would  now  call  the  attention  of 
the  society  to  some  weighty  and  important  matters  connected 
with  the  future  prosperity  of  our  mission  in  India. 

There  must  be  in  future  a  very  large  addition  to  the 
receipts  in  our  treasury^  amounting  to  at  least  double  of 
what  we  now  receive.  The  resonableness  of  this  requisition 
will  be  evident,  when  we  consider  the  pressing  wants  and 
urgent  solicitations' of  our  brethren.  We  have  been  repeat¬ 
edly  urged  to  raise  their  salaries.  Our  departed  brother 
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Gunn  often  presented  and  pressed  this  subject  in  his  letters. 
Messrs.  Grcenning,  Cutter  and  Snyder,  although  men  of  fami¬ 
lies,  are  each  receiving  not  as  much  as  brother  Gunn  received 
by  one  hundred  dollars,  and  just  as  much  as  brother  Hcyer, 
who  is  a  single  man.  Rev.  Heise’s  salary  is  one  hundred 
dollars  less  than  he  had  when  in  the  employ  of  tlie  North 
German  Missionary  Society,  and  one  hundred  and  tw'cnty- 
five  dollars  less  than  he  has  been  offered  by  the  London 
Missionary  Societv.  To  Mrs.  Gunn,  we  have  allowed  but 
half  the  sum  formerly  paid  to  her  husband,  and  she  has  two 
children  to  support.  She  has  made  no  complaint,  but  others 
think  her  salary  is  too  small.  Let  it  now  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  the  three  families  we  have  mentioned,  are  new  begin¬ 
ners,  fifteen  thousand  miles  from  their  native  land,  cut  off 
from  all  other  resources;  and  that  the  climate  of  India  is  so 
enervating  that  the  period  of  their  usefulness  will  be  short, 
in  comparison  with  what  it  would  have  been  here.  And 
shall  they,  in  the  service  of  an  extensive,  wealthy  and  pros¬ 
perous  church,  be  compelled  to  live  just  up  to  their  means, 
and  when  health  fails,  and  they  arc  uorn  out,  return  to  their 
native  land,  to  subsist  upon  the  cold  charities  of  the  church? 
And  shall  these  devoted  men,  whilst  toiling  for  us.  and  amid 
many  privations,  be  compelled  to  suffer  from  embarrassment 
and  mortification,  and  painful  apprehensions  as  to  the  future  ? 
The  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  church  will  permit  no 
such  thing.  Hut  it  has  been  stated,  that  the  sum  required 
for  the  ensuing  year  should  be  double  what  it  was  in  any 
preceding  year.  The  reason  of  this  is,  because  our  brethren 
—  and  the  committee  favor  them  in  this — would  like  to 
have  their  salary  remitted  six  months  in  advance.  Hrother 
Heycr,  who  is  supported  by  the  Pennsylvania  Synod,  has  his 
nearly  one  year  in  advance.  We  have  held  out  to  them  the 
expectation  of  such  an  arrangement,  based  upon  the  suppo¬ 
sition  that  the  churches  would  enable  us  so  to  do. 

Then  again,  funds  are  now  required  for  schools,  for  repairs 
of  buildings  completed,  and  yet  to  be  made;  for  the  erection 
of  chapels,  and  a  comfortable  dwelling  house  in  the  Palnand. 
One  of  our  brethren  has  intimated,  that  the  dwelling  house 
at  Gurjal  is  nothing  but  a  small  bungelow.  Brother  Green- 
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niiig  and  family  are  now  there.  No  English  residents  are 
in  this  place.  No  white  person  will  be  seen,  perhaps,  for 
weeks  and  months.  No  physician  within  seventy  miles. 
Surely,  then,  this  self  denying,  this  noble  hearted  family 
ought  to  hav'e  at  least  a  good  comfortable  home.  But  we 
assign  another  reason  for  the  extraordinary  demand.  Should 
we  send  out  more  missionaries  this  year — and  it  is  very 
possible  we  may — we  would  require  a  large  sum  for  outfit 
and  passage.  Again,  our  good  friend,  Mr.  Stokes,  may  not 
be  able  to  help  our  missionaries  much  more,  as  he  has  been 
called  by  his  government  to  be  collector  at  the  port  of 
Madras.  Many,  doubtless,  will  be  the  new  claims  upon  his 
benevolence  there,  and  nobly  will  that  man  of  God  respond 
to  every  one  that  is  just.  Of  course  one  great  source  of 
dependence  in  India,  from  which  our  schools  received  much, 
will  be  withrawn.  May  God  raise  up  others  to  fill  the  void. 

The  committee  would  lay  before  the  society  another 
great  want.  Our  mission  needs  another  reinforcement  from 
this  country.  The  society  must  regard  the  vast  field  in 
the  Palnaud,  which  may  truly  be  said  to  be  already  white 
unto  the  harvest,  as  too  extensive  for  any  one  laborer. 
The  perishing  condition  of  souls,  who  appear  in  great 
numbers  to  be  inquiring  for  the  way  of  life,  demand  our 
immediate  attention,  and  our  vigorous  efforts.  Brother 
Groenning  has  a  strong  claim  upon  our  sympathies,  as  well  as 
upon  our  prayers  and  efforts. 

Guntoor  should  have  another  laborer.  Brother  Snyder 
is  of  the  opinion,  that  there  ought  to  be  at  least  three  male 
missionaries  in  this  place ;  so  that  while  one  remained  to 
superintend  the  schools,  two  might  go  out  preaching,  and 
distributing  tracts.  At  Vetapallem,  which  is  not  a  great 
distance  from  Guntoor,  there  is  quite  a  large  population. 
We  have  three  acres  of  land  in  this  place,  given  by  the 
government,  but  as  yet  there  are  no  buildings  on  it.  It  is 
near  the  sea  shore,  and  on  the  road  to  Madras. 

But  in  none  of  our  stations  is  there  a  larger  force  required 
than  at  Rajahmundry.  Brother  Heise  writes  under  date  of 
August  8th,  as  follows:  Perhaps  you  are  aware  that  the 
Telugu  country  is  divided  into  six  parts,  called  Circars,  Zillas 
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or  Districts.”  After  namiii"  them,  he  says,  “Among  them, 
Rajahmundry  has  become  the  most  important,  in  consequence 
of  the  annicut  (dam)  across  the  Godavery,  by  whicli  means 
the  very  extensive  Godavery  Delta  is  provided  with  water,  on 
which  a  rich  harvest  in  India  so  much  depends.  More  thaji 
400  miles  of  canals  are  crossing  the  country.  These  canals 
are  navigable  for  small  boats,  which  will,  in  a  good  degree, 
lacilitate  our  missionary  operations,  when  we  would  make 
excursions  into  the  country,”  Now  as  this  district  is  so  large, 
having  numerous  and  populous  villages,  and  as  Kajahinu'ndry 
is  an  important  centre  of  intluence,  and  there  is  no  other 
mission  in  the  district,  it  docs  strike  your  committee  very 
forcibly,  that  a  reinforcement  should  be  granted  as  early  as 
practicable. 

Your  committee  feel  constrained  in  this  connection,  to 
suggest  a  few  thoughts  relative  to  the  qualification  of  those 
who  would  seek  the  high  office  of  a  niissionary. 

The  first,  and  most  essential  qualification  is,  a  decided 
predilection  for  the  office;  not  the  effect  of  sudden  impulse, 
but  of  serious,  deep  consideration;  a  predilection  strength* 
died  and  matured  by  deliberately  counting  the  cost. 

The  second  qualification  is,  a  singular,  self  devotement, 
without  which  it  is  not  possible  to  be  a  Christian;  still  less 
to  any  useful  purpose  a  minister,  least  of  all  a  missionary. 
It  would  be  well  to  contemplate  the  example,  and  meditate 
upon  the  words,  of  St.  Paul,  in  circumstances  not  very  dis* 
similar:  “And  now  I  go  bound  in  spirit  to  Jerusalem,  not 
knowing  what  shall  befall  nio  there,  save  that  in  every  city, 
the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth,  that  bonds  and  ufllictions  await 
me;  but  none  of  these  things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my 
life  dear  to  myself,  so  that  1  may  finish  my  course  with  joy, 
and  the  ministry  I  have  received  of  the  Lord,  to  fulfill  it.” 

The  next  qualification  is,  the  spirit  of  faith;  not  merely 
that  cordial  belief  of  the  truth  which  is  essential  to  a  Christ¬ 
ian;  but  that  unshaken  persuasion  of  the  promises  of  God, 
respecting  the  enlargement  of  his  kingdom,  which  is  sufficient 
to  denominate  its  possessor  “strong  in  faith.” 

A  missionary,  in  the  fourth  place,  should  cultivate  a  mild,  , 
conciliatory  and  affectionate  temper,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
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office.  God  is  love,  and  whosoever  dwelleth  in  him,  dwelleth 
in  love.  This  great  master  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion, 
singular  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  can  not  fail  to  strike  a 
heathen  mind  as  some  thing  entirely  new;  a  perfection  of 
moral  beauty  and  loveliness,  never  known  or  thought  of  in 
heathen  lands. 

But  intellectual  power  is  no  inconsiderable  prerequisite. 
Men  of  mind  and  of  high  culture  are  imperatively  called  for 
at  the  present  day,  and  at  this  period  in  the  history  of  our 
mission.  When  the  Holy  Ghost  said,  Separate  me  Barnabas 
and  Saul,  one  of  the  most  powerful  intellects,  as  well  as  a 
man  mighty  in  the  scriptures,  was  chosen  to  bear  the 
Saviour’s  name  among  the  Gentiles. 

The  committee,  before  closing  their  report,  would  urge 
upon  this  society  and  the  churches  of  our  Zion,  more  sys¬ 
tematic,  faithful  and  fervent  prayer  in  behalf  of  our  mission. 
Let  us  remember  our  brethren,  not  only  at  the  monthly  con¬ 
cert,  but  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  social  meeting,  at  the  family 
altar,  in  the  closet,  and  frequently  when  at  our  toil.  J\nd 
especially  let  us  seek  to  know  what  duty  requires  at  our 
hands. 

Here  we  would  bring  before  the  society,  the  urgent  request 
of  brother  Heyer;  that  in  consequence  of  advancing  years, 
he  may  be  permitted,  before  a  great  while,  to  retire  from  his 
labors.  We  have  been  at  a  loss  what  reply  to  make,  and 
hence  the  more  cheerfully  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  this  meeting. 

The  committee,  after  mature  deliberation,  are  constrained 
to  present  another  subject  for  the  present  consideration  and 
action  of  the  society.  Hitherto  we  have  been  compelled  to 
employ  an  agent  and  secretary  in  a  limited  sphere,  whose 
operations,  to  meet  our  increasing  wants,  ought  to  be  en¬ 
larged.  Our  missionary  work  has  become  so  extensive, 
the  correspondence  so  burdensome,  the  wants  of  the  mission 
so  numerous,  and  the  demand  for  information  among  our 
churches  and  sabbath  schools  so  pressing,  that  no  brother, 
having  a  pastoral  charge,  let  his  talents  and  attainments  be 
what  they  may,  can  do  justice  to  all  these  claims,  without 
great  detriment  to  his  flock.  Would  he  attend  fully  to  the 
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wants  of  our  brethren  abroad,  facilitate  the  business  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  committee,  and  stir  up  iiistrumentally,  and 
render  effective  the  missionary  spirit  in  the  churches,  he  must, 
it  is  believed,  give  himself  up  wholly  to  the  work.  The 
proposal  which  we  wish  to  make,  is,  the  combining  of  the 
two  offices  of  agent  and  corresponding  secretary.  Whilst 
this  step  would  but  slightly  increase  our  expenses,  it  would 
greatly  enhance  our  resources,  and  more  fully  prepare  us 
for  the  work  to  which  the  Lord  has  called  us.  We  therefore 
trust  that  the  society  will  sanction  our  suggestion,  and  with 
one  heart,  command  us  to  go  forward,  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty. 

J.  Z.  SKNDERLIXG. 

Cor,  Secretary. 

HENRY  N.  POHLMAN, 

WILLIAM  1).  STROBEL, 

WILLIAM  N.  SCHOLL, 

CHARLES  A.  SMITH, 

Executive  Committee. 
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Minutes  of  the  First  Annual  Meeting 

or  THE 

EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  MISSION, 

% 

HELD  AT  GUNTOOR,  INDIA, 

January  30tli,  1853. 


Exercises  on  the  Sabbath,  January  SOth. 

On  Sunday,  at  7  o’clock,  a.  m.,  brotlier  Heyer  preached  in  the 
chapel,  to  the  native  congregation,  from  Luke,  10:  42;  “One  thing 
is  needful.” 

At  4  o’clock,  p.  M.,  brother  Heise  lectured  from  1  Cor.,  5th  chap. 

First  Session. 

Monday  Morning,  January  31st,  7  o^clock. 

The  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Mission,  in  India, 
met,  pursuant  to  appointment,  in  the  chapel  at  Guntoor. 

The  following  ordained  missionaries  were  present,  viz:  C.  F. 
Heyer,  from  the  Palnaud;  A.  F.  Heise,  and  VV.  J.  Cutter,  from 
Rajahmundry;  and  E.  W.  Groeuning,  and  W.  E.  Snyder,  from  this 
place. 

Brother  Heyer  having  been  called  to  the  chair,  the  Conference 
was  opened  with  singing,  and  prayer  by  the  president. 

Brother  Snyder  was  then  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion,  it  was  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  be  organized 
into  a  Synod,  under  the  name  of  the  First  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synod  in  India. 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  the  United  States  of  America,  so 
far  as  applicable  to  our  situation  in  this  country,  be  adopted  as  the 
basis  of  our  government;  also,  that  each  member  of  Synod  be 
required  to  make  such  amendments  in  said  constitution,  as  they 
may  deem  necessary,  and  report  the  same  at  our  next  annual 
meeting. 

Synod  having  thus  been  organized,  an  election  was  next  held  for 
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officers,  which  resulted  in  tlie  choice  of  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer,  President, 

and  Rev.  W.  E.  Snvder,  Secrelarv. 

Resolrfd.  That  the  secretarv  Ik?  instructed  to  w’rite  to  the  General 

Synod,  asking  to  !>e  admitted  into  connection  with  that  body;  also, 

in  case  anv  member  of  this  Svnod  should  visit  AmerH*a  durin"  the 
•  •  ” 

session  of  General  Synod,  that  he  be  considered  a  delegate  from 
this  i)ody. 

Resolved^  That  the  brethren  lleyer,  Gra'iming  and  Ileise  Ik?  np- 
pointetl  a  committee,  to  hand  in,  during  the  session  of  Synod,  an 
historical  and  statistical  report  of  their  rt'speclive  stations. 

Rejolved^  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  brethren  Ileise,  Cutter, 
Grcenning  and  Snyiler,  be  ap|K>inted,  to  select  and  recommend 
Huitable  lK)oks  for  the  Telugu  schools  and  congregations. 

Resolved^  'I'hat  Syiioil  adjourn  until  12  o’clock  m. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Ileise. 

Second  Session. 

.Mondatf,  January  3U/,  o\lock  .V. 

Prayer,  by  brtither  Gnenning. 

The  minutes  of  the  |»rrcrding  session  were  read  and  acce|>ted. 
The  niles  for  the  goveriirneiit  of  the  American  Lutheran  Mission 
in  India  wen*  then  taken  into  consideration. 

In  reference  to  .\rticle  3,  .No.  1,  the  missionaries  in  charge  of  their 
res|>cclivc  stations,  reported  as  follows: 

(R  NTOOR  STATION. 

Kstimated  Hrpendilurti  for  1H53. 

•rupf.f.s. 


1  English  teacher, .  420 

G  Teliign  teachers, . 

2  school  mistresses, .  48 

1  boarding  school, .  240 

For  repairs, . 100 

Fur  a  new  school  house  and  re|mini  of  the  mission 

house  last  year, .  G.1O 

,  -  1,74(J 

Probable  Inconu — /Vom  friends  in  India, 

English  teacher, .  420 

For  boarding  school, .  240 

- GGO 


For  school  house,  &ic.  (Mr.  Stokes  has  advanced  the 
money,  but  it  is  expected  to  be  refunded  for  more 
spiritual  purposes.) 

Ru|>ees  required, .  1,08G 


*  A  rapes  u  EA/  cenu. 
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RAJAHMUNDRY  STATION. 
Estimated  Expenditures  for  1853. 


RUPEES. 


For  a  new  scUool  house, . . .  1,200 

“  repairs, .  60 

“  teachers, .  684 

“  books,  &:c., .  50 

Money  contributed  by  European  friends,  and  to  be 

refunded, .  1,100 

-  3.094 


Probable  Income. 
From  friends  in  India, . 


1,994 


Rupees  required. 


1,100 


PALNAUD  STATION. 

Estimated  Expenditures  for  1853. 

RUPEES. 


Village  schools, .  360 

Boarding  school, .  360 

Repairs, .  40 

Building  in  Adugopola, .  50 

Taxes, .  16 

Sundries, .  10 

Books, .  24 

-  860 


Probable  Income. 

From  friends  in  India, . . .  360 

“  Pittsburgh, . 200 

Pennsylvania  Synod, .  300 

-  860 


On  Article  3,  No.  2,  Resolved^  That  the  missionaries  in  the  Gun- 
toor  and  Rajahmuudry  circars,  obligate  themselves  to  regulate 
the  out  stations  in  their  respective  circars,  with  a  view  to  equalize, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  comforts  and  burdens  of  the  work. 

In  reference  to  Article  3,  No.  4,  it  was  thought  advisable  that 
Cocanada  and  Pettapoor,  near  Rajahmundry,  be  provided  for  as 
new  stations.  They  each  include  a  population  of  about  16,000. 

It  is  still  thought  desirable  that  Vetapallam  be  retained  as  another 
station. 

Also,  that  two  missionaries  are  considered  necessary  for  the 
Palnaud. 

On  Article  3,  No.  5,  Resolved,  That  we  be  guided  by  the  formula 
recommended  by  Genera!  Synod,  as  far  as  practicable. 
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Adjourned  until  7i  o’clock  to-uiorrow  morning.  Prayer,  by 
the  sacretary. 

In  the  evening,  brother  Grcrnning  preached  to  the  Telugu  con¬ 
gregation. 

Third  Session. 

Tuesday  .Ifornuig,  February  I5/,  7i  o'clock. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Gra'nning.  Minutes  read  and  accepted. 

'I'ho  committee  a|)pointed  to  give  an  historical  and  statistical 
relation  of  the  mission  stations  reported  as  follows: 

Gu^toor. — Pegan  1842;  missionaries  in  charge  from  1842-1840, 
C.  F.  Ileyer;  from  184ti-1851,  AV.  Gunn,  and  G.  Mart/.;  at  present, 
C.  W.  Gramning  and  \V.  E.  Snyder;  1  congregation  ;  baptisms  from 
l842-4t>,  112;  to ’51,  24;  to ’.52,  22;  toud,78;  10  communicanis;  8 
marriages;  12  deaths;  0  day  schools,  105  scholars;  I  boarding 
school,  5  scholars;  teachers,  expenses  last  year,  1,740  rujiees.* 

HAJAiiMr.xDRT. — Ib'gnn  1845;  missionaries  in  charge  from  1845- 
50,  Valetie;  from  184<>— ll»,  C.  \\.  Grtrnning;  from  1840-52,  A. 
F.  lleise;  1852,  W.  J.  Cutter;  1  congregnlion ;  10  baptisms;  10 
communicants;  8  day  schools,  220  scholars;  8  teachers;  expenses 
last  year,  800  rupees. 

Pal.’vaud. — Began  1849;  missionary,  C.  F.  Ileyer;  5  congrega¬ 
tions;  240  baptisms;  44  communicants;  5  marriages;  1  death;  2 
expulsions;  0  day  schools,  74  scholars;!  1  Imarding  school,  21 
scholars;!  7  teachers;  expenses  last  year,  800  rupees. 

Synod  ajijourned  to  meet  at  1  o’clock,  p.  m. 

Prayer,  by  brother  lleise. 

Fourth  Session. 

Tuesday^  February  Is/,  1  o'clock  P,  .M. 

Prayer,  by  brother  lleise.  .Minutes  ren<l  and  accepted. 

On  motion,  Ilesolctd^  That  the  necessity  and  cxjieilieiicy  of  revis¬ 
ing  the  Liithemu  Catechism  and  Liturgy  in  Telugu,  be  taken  into 
consideration.  , 

Jlesolred,  That*  each  meml)er  of  Synod  examine  the  present 
translation,  and  send  it,  with  their  corrections,  to  Giintoor,  in  the 
B|»ace  of  one  month;  ami  that  brethren  Ileyer,  Grcrnning  and  Sny¬ 
der  l>e  appointed  a  committee  for  printing  the  same. 

Resolred^  That  each  memlM*r  of  Synod  Imj  recpiired  to  select  or 
translate  ten  hymns,  and  send  them  to  the  printing  committee. 

Resolved^  That  the  catechism,  liturgy  and  hymns  be  Imund  into 
one  volume. 

Brother  Ileyer  next  rend  an  interesting  essay  njmii  the  aborigines 
of  India,  tending  to  prove,  that  the  outcasts  were  the  original  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  soil. 


*  Include*  butiduif  uud  repair*. 


t  Children  o(  baptized  perenu. 
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Synod  adjourned  to  meet  again  to-morrow,  at  8  o’clock,  a.  m. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Cutter. 

In  the  evening,  prayer  meeting  at  brother  Grcenning’s  house. 

Fifth  Session. 

Wednesday  morning,  February  2d,  8  o'clock. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Cutter.  Minutes  read  and  accepted. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be  instructed  to  write  to  the  editors 
of  the  Christian  Instructor,  at  Madras,  that  the  American  Lutheran 
Mission  was  omitted  in  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mullen’s  Report  of  the  State 
of  Missions  in  India. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  send  an  extract  of  the  minutes  of 
this  Synod,  for  publication  in  the  Christian  Instructor. 

The  views  of  the  missionaries  were  expressed,  upon  the  subject 
of  caste.  While  all  were  agreed  in  desiring*  it  to  be  done  away 
with,  they  were  in  doubt  as  to  the  best  means  for  its  accomplish¬ 
ment. 

A  list  of  words  in  European  languages,  which  might  be  traced  to 
the  Telugu  and  Sanscrit,  was  read,  and  commented  upon,  for 
mutual  information. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  1  o’clock,  p.  m.  Prayer,  by  the  secretary. 

Sixth  Session. 

Wednesday,  February  2d,  1  o'clock,  P,  M. 

Prayer,  by  the  president.  Minutes  read  and  accepted. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  difficulties  and  incon¬ 
veniences  attendant  upon  the  delay  of  mission  funds,  the  Executive 
Committee  be  respectfully  solicited  to  use  their  influence  in  sending 
all  moneys  in  time  to  reach  us  quarterly  in  advance. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  be  held  in 
Rajahrmmdry,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1854. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  heart  felt  gratitude  to  our  European 
friends  in  India,  for  their  cheerful  and  liberal  contributions,  in  ena¬ 
bling  us  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Lord  in  this  benighted  land. 
Confiding  in  their  past  beneficence,  we  doubt  not  that  they  will 
continue  to  esteem  it  a  privilege  to  aid  in  so  blessed  and  holy  an 
enterprise. 

Resolved,  That  we  visit  the  grave  of  our  departed  brother  Gunn, 
and  that  brother  Heise  be  requested  to  take  a  sketch  of  his  tomb, 
for  transmission  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Resolved,  That  we  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  o’clock,  to 
celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper;  and  that  immediately  after,  the  Telugu 
schools  be  assembled  for  examination. 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  now  adjourn,  to  meet  again  at  the  time 
and  place  above  appointed. 

Prayer,  by  brother  Gioenning. 


Thursday j  Ci  o* clock,  *•?.  M. 

In  accordance  with  resolution,  the  missionuries  assembled  at 
o’clock,  to  celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper.  It  was  adtniuistered  by 
the  president  The  occasion  was  a  deeply  interesting  one,  and  we 
trii«t  not  unprofitable  to  our  souls. 

The  exaininatiou  of  the  schools  was  next  attended  to,  and  although 
not  as  satisfactory  as  might  l)c  desireil,  yet  afforded  some  cause  for 
encouragment  To  the  Lord  be  ail  the  praise. 

That  the  foregoing  is  a  fuithful  narrative  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  first  annual  session  of  the  First  Kvangelical  Lutheran  Synod  in 
India,  is  certified  by  AVM.  F.  SNVDFR,  Secretary. 


Tl.'C  committee  subjoin  the  following  letter,  addressed  to  the 
corresponding  secretary,  from  the  lion.  il.  Siokes.  The  testimony 
he  lK*nrs,  ns  to  the  progress  of  our  mission,  is  highly  encouraging, 
and  his  lilicrul  offer  of  essential  aid  must  surely  urge  us  oiiwanl  in 
the  good  work  which  <h)d  has  given  us  to  do. 

iMAiinAS,  1^2(1  Feb.,  IS.'i.l. 

My  lK*nr  Mr.  Sendcrling — On  our  return  in  NovemlM*r,  last,  from 
the  Neelgherry  Hills  to  (timtoor,  offer  an  absence  of  twenty  months, 
1  felt  a  desire  to  write,  and  tell  you  my  impression  of  the  progress 
of  our  mission  work ;  for  it  may  l>e  mitisfactory,  both  to  yourselves, 
find  the  niissionnries,  to  have  the  testimony  of  a  third  party. 

1  shall  not  attempt  to  give  you  the  pri'sent  statistics  of  the  mission, 
ns  you  will  have  thosi*  correi’tly  from  the  missionaries  thcniselveM. 
I  will  just  tell  you  what  is  thought  of  each  branch  of  the  work.  First, 
of  the  CfUntoor  station.  .My  w  ife  and  I  during  one  of  the  few  Sun- 
ilnys  wo  were  at  CJiintoor  (the  first  Sunday  of  the  present  year), 
attended  the  nffernoon  meeting  in  the  chapel.  It  was  well  attended. 
Olid  we  l>oth  felt,  ver}*  decidedly,  more  than  on  any  former  occasion, 
that  there  was  life  in  the  worship.  Our  dear  friend.  Hr.  (irfrnning, 
conducted  the  meeting,  and  we  could  not  hel|>  thinking  that  several 
of  the  converts  joined  in  the  exercises  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  It  was 
the  occasion  of  Joshua's  iMiptisin;  and  il  I  ever  saw  a  native  Christ¬ 
ian  of  w  hom  I  could  say  confidently  that  he  seemed  truly  taught  of 
the  Spirit,  it  wos  Joshiio.  It  is  very  pleasing  to  see,  too,  in  the  case 
of  Stephen  and  his  wife,  how  much  even  the  lowest  class  can  be 
elevated,  and  fitteil  for  usefulness,  by  the  Oospel.  Stephen’s  wife 
is  one  of  the  first  females,  probably,  of  her  caste,  who  has  not  oiily, 
on  professing  Christianity,  learned  to  read,  hut  undertaken  the  office 
of  teacher.  She  teaches  now,  1  think,  about  thirty  little  girls;  many 
of  whom  can  read  intclligeutly  the  (Jospel  in  Telugu.  There  is 
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the  nucleus  of  a  nice  little  boarding  school  for  native  girls.  But  I 
fear  there  will  be  difficulties  in  raising  it  to  its  proper  scale,  for 
some  time  to  come. 

The  next  aspect  of  the  work  I  ma}"  notice,  is  the  general  impres¬ 
sion  and  state  of  feeling  that  is  gradually  coming  over  the  population 
of  the  district.  This,  perha])s,  is  not  ju’operly  the  effect  of  the 
district  mission  alone,  but  of  the  gradual  spread  of  light  through 
India;  and  it  is  very  marked  and  evidently  progressive.  After 
spending  a  week  in  Guntoor,  we  set  out  on  a  tour,  with  our  tents, 
to  make  the  annual  settlement.  Every  collectorate  is  divided  into 
districts,  called  “Talooks,”  each  of  which  is  managed  by  a  native 
subordinate,  called  a  “  Tahilden,”  who,  in  his  charge,  exercises, 
within  certain  limits,  revenue  and  police  authority  like  that  of  the 
collector  and  magistrate.  There  are  fourteen  such  talooks  in  Gun¬ 
toor.  Of  these,  I  visited  five.  Brother  and  sister  Groenning  accom¬ 
panied  us  part  of  the  time;  and  sister  Gunn  and  brother  Heyer 
during  another  part.  At  every  place  we  stopped,  natives  of  all 
castes  willingly  assembled  round  the  missionaries,  to  hear  their 
message.  There  was  a  great  demand  for  tracts,  especially  for  the 
Telugu  almanac,  which  has  been  published  for  the  last  three  years, 
and  contains  a  good  deal  of  Christian  instruction.  Among  the 
natives  employed  by  government,  are  both  Soodroc  and  Brahmans. 
There  are  several  who  speak  favorably  of  our  religion;  and  espe¬ 
cially  one  Brahman,  who  several  times  visited  the  missionaiy,  and 
had  conversation  with  him  in  his  tent.  On  the  whole,  there  is 
every  where  a  loosening  and  dissolving  of' Hindoo  prejudices,  and 
growing  conviction  that  our  religion  is  superior. 

All  our  arrangements  were  made,  to  proceed  to  the  Palnaud,  and 
Br.  Heyer  had  kindly  planned  to  gather  the  converts  to  Gurjal,  on 
new  year’s  day,  when  our  journey  was  cut  short  by  my  being  sum¬ 
moned  to  Madras.  I  can  not,  therefore,  speak  of  the  Palnaud,  as 
an  eye  witness,  but  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  door  of  utterance  has 
been  there  opened  by  the  Lord,  and  it  is  a  solemn  call  to  enter  in 
as  effectually  as  can  be  done. 

The  next  thing  to  mention,  is  the  schools.  From  an  abrupt 
removal  from  Guntoor,  I  did  not  see  them  examined.  But  I  can 
safely  state,  that  all  are  doing  a  good  work,  especially  the  vernacular 
school.  The  English  school  at  Guntoor  has  languished,  chiefly,  I 
think,  from  the  last  Indian  teacher  being  somewhat  deficient  in 
energy,  and  not  feeling  quite  content  with  his  work.  Other  causes 
may  have  contributed.  On  the  whole,  I  can  assure  you,  that  we 
may  thank  God,  and  take  courage.  The  work  is  his:  he  has  owned 
it.  The  enemy  has  felt  it,  and  tried  in  various  ways  to  weaken  the 
hands  of  the  builders,  and  discourage  their  hearts,  to  perplex,  try 
and  harass  them.  But  greater  is  He  that  is  for  us,  than  he  that  is 
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a^inst  us;  and  so  he  has  not  l>een  permiltted  to  succeed;  and  the 
work  is  going  on  steadily  and  harmoniously. 

I  will  now,  with  some  diffidence,  give  you  my  views  as  to  the 
wants  of  the  mission.  We  have,  indeed,  much  cause  to  l>e  grateful 
to  Gotl,  who  put  it  into  your  hearts  to  send  us,  and  into  their  hearts 
to  come,  four  such  faithful,  humble  lal)orcr8,  as  the  Snyders  and 
Cutters;  and  we  do  thank  him  and  you,  for  them.  At  the  same 
time,  we  must  remember,  that  from  our  beloved  brother  (lUiiifs 
Iteing  called  to  his  rest  ami  his  reward,  Mr.  Mart/Zs  return,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cutter  having  had  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  and  Mi's. 
Vollett,  at  Kajahmundry,  the  actual  strength  of  our  missionary 
ogency  is  now  scarcely,  if  at  all,  greater  than  it  was  in  1850.  Mrs. 
Gunn  feels  it  her  duty,  though  a  very  painful  one,  to  leave,  at 
least  for  a  time,  the  mission  ticid,  to  take  her  children  to  America, 
at  the  close  of  this  year,  in  compliance  with  her  dear  husband’s 
written  desire.  Prolwibly  too,  Mr.  I  lever  may,  ere  long,  complete 
his  op|Miinted  time  of  Mission  labor.  So  that  you  seethe  call  is  still 
os  urgent  ns  ever,  “  (’omo  over  ami  help  us.”  Let  the  cornmitteo 
give  theriis<*lves  to  siM'cinI  prayer  ami  effort  to  obtain  more  lnlM)reni; 
really  called  of  (iod,  of  tried  faith  and  judgment;  men,  to  whom  God 
has  given  the  spirit  of  power,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  sound  mind. 
There  ought  certainly  to  l>e  another  missionary,  at  least,  in  the  Pal* 
naud,  who  might  reside  more  in  the  centre  of  the  congregations 
than  Giirjal.  His  value  would  lie  doubled,  if  you  could  get  a  medi¬ 
cal  missionary’.  If  you  can  send  us  such  a  man,  or  indeed  anoiber 
Miissionary,  1  will  promise,  please  God,  a  thousand  rupees  towards 
building  a  residence  further  west  than  Giirjal. 

Another  want  which  strikes  me  is  that  of  a  man,  who  could  give 
his  time  chiefly  to  the  Knglish  school.  If  this  were  really  efficient, 
1  l>elicvo  that  the  sons  of  all  the  richer  natives  would  gradually  avail 
themselves  of  it,  and  thus  l>c  brought  within  the  sound  of  the  Gos- 
|>el.  The  govenmient  have  it  in  contcmplalioti  to  HUp|>ort  all  good 
schools,  by  what  is  called  grants  in  aid. 

After  all,  the  greatest  want  is  more  prayer,  that  the  missionaries 
may  Ik*  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of  |)ower;  that  their  hearts  may 
Ik*  comforted,  iK'iiig  knit  together  in  love;  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may 
voiichsafo  to  work  eflecliially,  both  hy  the  word  spoken  and 
preached,  hy  the  word  read,  hy  tracts,  hy  schools,  and  hy  the  holy, 
harmless  and  blameless  lives  of  the  missionories  and  coiA^crts. 

With  these  few  rapidly  written,  yet  deliberately  formed,  sugges¬ 
tions,  I  will  conclude,  Is'gging  yourself,  the  committee,  and  all  w  ho 
sup|>ort  our  Telugu  mission,  to  accept  from  my  wife  and  myself, 
our  beany  thonks  ond  Christian  love. 

Yours,  in  sincere  esteem  ond  oflcction,  H.  STOKES. 


